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Spring-Summer 2021 Newsletter

NEW: Town Website; sign up for alerts!
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NEW: Town of DeWitt Solar Array!
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Several beautiful parks, a robust trail system, 
greenspaces, and access to the Erie Canalway and the 
Empire State Trail are all available within our community. 
We are also home to Clark’s Reservation in the southern 
corner of the town. 

If parks, trails, and greenspaces are our “natural capital,” 
DeWitt enjoys a wealth of beautiful, natural spaces 
and progressive parks and playgrounds: Avery Park, 
Butternut Creek Recreation & Nature Area, Carrier Park, 
Cedar Bay Park, Dunrovin Neighborhood Park, Fiddlers 
Green Park, Franklin Neighborhood Park, Grist  
Mill Park, Maxwell Park, and Ryder Park.

Numerous studies have shown that parks and 
greenspaces improve the standard of living and 
quality of life for surrounding neighborhoods, provide 
increased recreational opportunities and public health 
improvements, increase property values, and help 
maintain a strong tax base.

Phase 2 of construction on our Carrier Park recreation 
facility was completed in the Fall of 2020 and includes 
turf infields, an all-inclusive cutting edge playground 
– the only one of its kind in CNY – and three specially
designed basketball courts with adjustable backboards 
and rims so players of all ages and abilities, including 
those with special needs, can play. Carrier Park is also 
the proud home of Syracuse Challenger Baseball.

“Parks, trails and greenspaces are integral to the quality 
of life – and economic stability – of our community. The 
opportunity to spend time in our outdoor spaces this past 
year has been vital to our well-being and has tangibly 
supported us to meet the challenges of the pandemic.” 
Edward M. Michalenko, Ph.D.,
Town of DeWitt Supervisor

We’re building community! 

Town of DeWitt Parks
We’re building a greener community…

Avery Park and Ryder Park

Carrier Park and Grist Mill Park

Fiddlers Green Park and Maxwell Park

Ryder Park and Carrier Park
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A message from Supervisor Edward M. Michalenko, Ph.D. 

I know I speak for most, if not all of us, when I say this past year has been perhaps the 
most challenging in our lifetimes. The challenges and changes wrought by the 
pandemic – and the resulting economic fallout – impacted our community, the nation, 
and the world in ways we never could have imagined just one year ago. My deepest 
sympathies to those who lost loved ones or have been ill this past year; I urge all of us 
to stay safe and continue masking, social distancing, and getting vaccinated. With 
collaboration, respect, and trust –rather than fear and division – there’s nothing we 
cannot endure and rise from together. 

Dewitt has always been a positive, progressive, and generous community; as such, we 
have weathered this crisis well; residents and businesses have willingly abided by masking and social 
distancing guidelines, town staff have strongly supported one another, our budget committee met the 
demands of diminished funds and increased expenses while also keeping us below the NYS tax cap, 
major town projects progressed, and new retail and corporate construction moved forward with little 
delay.  

All of the above, combined with incoming stimulus funds from the new administration’s American Rescue 
Plan, will replenish our town “savings” and strongly support our economic strength and stability going 
forward. 

In the face of the challenges and changes of the pandemic, as well as important events around the nation, 
this past year has also opened up new opportunities for us to learn how to better serve and support one 
another and the greater community. In the coming months we will be focusing on 
equity/diversity/inclusion/sensitivity issues inside town hall. We will be providing training for staff and 
also ensuring our hiring policies, procedures and practices – and especially our engagement with town 
residents, businesses, the general public, and one another – reflect responsible, respectful, sensitive 
communication, consideration, and care. 

Out in the community, in addition to the myriad of projects listed on page 3 of this newsletter, we will also 
be working in partnership – a three-way collaboration – with Le Moyne College and the City of Syracuse 
on a project called Le Moyne Area Neighborhood Development Strategy, or LANDS. 

Via specific input from stakeholders and residents in the area, the LANDS project will identify the 
immediate priorities of the college and the neighborhood, and also develop a long-term comprehensive 
plan to guide and inform present and future physical infrastructure and services improvements and 
investments. Going forward, that information will serve as the foundation of future collaborations in 
support of grant applications and public or private philanthropic funding for specific projects or initiatives. 

The LANDS project is an excellent example of tangibly “building community;” an effort to connect, 
collaborate, and create a comprehensive neighborhood plan that will not only support quality of life now, 
but for years to come. The Town Board and I fully support the LANDS project; Le Moyne College and the 
adjacent neighborhood are an integral and valued part of the Town of DeWitt; the challenges, changes, 
and divisions in our society make positive, productive partnership projects like this more essential than 
ever.  For more information about LANDS, go to: 
www.townofdewitt.com/departments/planning___zoning/planning___sustainability/ongoing_projects___in
itiatives/lands_survey.php  

http://www.townofdewitt.com/departments/planning___zoning/planning___sustainability/ongoing_projects___initiatives/lands_survey.php
http://www.townofdewitt.com/departments/planning___zoning/planning___sustainability/ongoing_projects___initiatives/lands_survey.php
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As you can see, the Elevating Erie project moved forward with great momentum in 2020. Creating a more 
naturalized environment on Erie Boulevard has been a priority for the Town for many years; while Erie 
Boulevard is essential to our economic well-being, we also want this important business district to be 
“pedestrian friendly;” connecting residents and those who work on Erie Boulevard to our parks, 
greenspaces, and trail systems, and supporting our goal of maximizing greenspace all across the Town of 
DeWitt. For more information about Elevating Erie, see page 8 of my “Notes.” 
 
Next up for Elevating Erie is the Widewaters Pond component of the project; a large greenspace situated 
at the crossroads of Erie Boulevard and Bridge Street. The Widewaters Pond Park will feature trails, water 
fountains, benches and decorative lighting. We look forward to the further development of this exciting 
component of the Elevating Erie project when our budget allows. 
 
We completed Phase 2 of the Carrier Park project in late fall 2020 with the installation of two turf infields 
and the completion of construction of three all-inclusive basketball courts and a children’s playground. As 
you may know, Carrier Park is the proud home of the Syracuse Challenger Baseball program. For more 
information about Phase 2, please see pages 11-12 of my “Notes,” or go to our new Town website. For 
updates about the upcoming Challenger season see page 33.  
 
We hope we will soon be able to open Carrier Park to the public during the day and early evenings. And, we 
have some exciting summer camps, skills camps, leagues, tournaments, and events planned for Carrier 
Park for this spring, summer, and fall: the NJCAA Tournament in May, SSA Leagues, High School Summer 
Leagues, 18+ Leagues, 3-on-3 Tournaments, Wheelchair Basketball, and Ball in the fall.  See pages 10-11 
of my “Notes” and pages 36-38 for more information. 
 
Our Town of DeWitt Solar Array also went online in the fall of 2020. Located on the site of our former town 
landfill, the array includes over 7,000 solar panels spread out over an 11-acre area. Proactively reducing 
our reliance on fossil fuels – and being more respectful of the environment – is another important way 
we’re striving to “build community” in DeWitt. For more about the Solar Array, see page 12. 
 
Last but not least, the best way to truly build community is better communication. Earlier this year our all 
new town website – your town website – went live. My thanks to town staff and consultants who worked 
unremittingly for many months to create a highly informative, visually engaging, easy to use website; the 
content is clear and robust and the visuals capture the heart and soul of DeWitt. I encourage you to get 
signed up for email and/or text alerts. So much of our communication is from the top down now; this new 
town website is an invaluable tool to keep us aware, informed, and building community together.  
 
No doubt, this past year has been exceptionally challenging; a year that has required us to navigate many 
changes and face difficult truths and realities. It has been my honor to serve and support the community 
through these challenges. As always, town staff and the people of DeWitt have come together to work in 
community, to continue to build our community, to work for the safety, security, and betterment of our 
community. God bless you, your family, our community and our country. I hope you and yours are well and 
staying positive despite the many challenges of the past year. Working in partnership, there is nothing we 
cannot accomplish. 
 
Most sincerely,  
Edward M. Michalenko, DeWitt Supervisor 

 
 
 



6 

Table of Contents 
 

Community Notes            7-27 

 Supervisor’s Notes           7-17 

Highway            17-18 

 Parks & Facilities           18 

 Planning, Zoning, Codes, and Sustainability        18-23 

 Police             23-24 

Town Board            24 

Town Clerk & Tax           24-25 

 Carrier Park            26-32  

 Building Community with Syracuse Challenger Baseball      33 

Recreation             34-43 

How to Register           34 

Special Events            35 

Employment Opportunity          35 

Summer Camps           35-37 

Carrier Park Programs, Leagues & Tournaments       37-38 

Youth Programs           38-39 

 Adult Programs           40-41 

 Senior Programs           41-42 

 Food Sense            43 

Brush Pick-Up Information & Map          44-45 

 

General Contact Information 
All in-person business at the Town Hall is currently by appointment only. Please call (315) 446-3910 

and select a department extension from the list below to make an appointment. 
  
 

DeWitt Town Hall 
5400 Butternut Drive 

East Syracuse, NY 13057 

Phone: (315) 446-3910 
Hours: Mon-Fri, 8:00am-4:30pm 
Web: www.townofdewitt.com 

 

Contact Information by Department 
 

Town Clerk   x 2 
clerk@townofdewitt.com  
 
Planning & Zoning  x 3 
plan_zone@townofdewitt.com   
 
Water    x 4 
water@townofdewitt.com   
 
Supervisor   x 5 
supervisor@townofdewitt.com   
 
Comptroller   x 6 
comptroller@townofdewitt.com   
 

Tax    x 7 
tax@townofdewitt.com   
 
Assessor   x 8 
assessor@townofdewitt.com   
 
Recreation   x 9 
recreation@townofdewitt.com   
 
Parks  (315) 432-1925 
DeWitt Parks Department 
5953 Butternut Drive 
East Syracuse, NY 13057 
Hours: Mon-Fri, 7:00am-3:30pm 
 

Court 
Judge Gideon (315) 446-9180 
Judge Jokl (315) 446-7136 
 
Police 
Administrative (315) 449-3640 
police@townofdewitt.com   
 
Highway (315) 437-8331 
DeWitt Highway Department 
5953 Butternut Drive 
East Syracuse, NY 13057 
Hours: Mon-Fri, 7:00am-3:30pm 

highway@townofdewitt.com  

http://www.townofdewitt.com/
mailto:clerk@townofdewitt.com
mailto:plan_zone@townofdewitt.com
mailto:water@townofdewitt.com
mailto:supervisor@townofdewitt.com
mailto:comptroller@townofdewitt.com
mailto:tax@townofdewitt.com
mailto:assessor@townofdewitt.com
mailto:recreation@townofdewitt.com
mailto:police@townofdewitt.com
mailto:highway@townofdewitt.com
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SUPERVISOR’S NOTES 
 
Parks trails and greenspaces are our “natural 
capital” in DeWitt… 
 
The opportunity to spend more time outdoors 
has been vital to our health and well-being as 
we navigated the challenges and changes of 
the pandemic this past year. And indeed, the 
Town of DeWitt is rich in “natural capital.” 
Please see below – and the inside front cover 
of this newsletter – for more about the natural 
spaces, progressive parks, playgrounds, trails, 
and greenspaces that enrich our quality of life 
and genuinely “build community” here in 
DeWitt. 
 
Don’t miss this year’s Town of DeWitt Earth 
Day Clean Up  
One of our best community building events is 
back! A safe and modified version of our 
Annual Earth Day Clean Up will be held on 
Saturday, April 24th, from 9:00am to 12:00 
noon. Our Earth Day event is a great way to 
connect (safely) with neighbors from all across 
DeWitt; it’s also a great family event; a 
worthwhile way to “enroll” kids in taking 
responsibility for our environment. 
 
Volunteers can pick up bags, stickers and 
safety vests at 9:00am at either the pavilion at 
Town Hall or the picnic tables at Robbie T’s in 
Jamesville. Unfortunately, safety concerns due 
to the pandemic prohibit us from providing 
refreshments or restrooms this year at either 
location, but we hope to bring those 
“amenities” back next time. My personal 
thanks to Dennis Payne and the DACC for their 
continued commitment to our community. For 
more information, call DACC Chair Dennis 
Payne at (315) 469-0565 or see the town 
website at: 
www.townofdewitt.com/government/dewitt_a
dvisory_conservation_commission/index.php   
 
Better yet, sign up to receive alerts from the 
town at: 
www.townofdewitt.com/e_notify/index.php   

Onondaga County will be holding their Earth 
Day Clean up on Friday and Saturday, April 
23rd and 24th. To register, go to: www.ocrra.org   
by April 16th. 
 
Ticks 
Just a reminder, now that the weather is 
warming up, please take precautions to protect 
against ticks. For more information, go to: 
http://cceonondaga.org/environment/invasive-
nuisance-species/terrestrial-animals/deer-tick  
 
New Project! Le Moyne Area Neighborhood 
Development Strategy  
The Le Moyne Area Neighborhood 
Development Strategy, or LANDS, is a three-
way collaboration between the Town of DeWitt, 
Le Moyne College, and the City of Syracuse. 
The objective of the project is to identify 
present priorities, as well as develop a long-
term comprehensive plan to guide and inform 
present and future physical infrastructure and 
services improvements and investments, and 
for the information gathered to serve as the 
foundation of future collaborations supporting 
grants applications, and public or private 
philanthropic funding for specific projects or 
initiatives going forward. 
 
The Town Board and I fully support the LANDS 
project. Le Moyne College and the adjacent 
neighborhood are an integral and valued part 
of the Town of DeWitt. This effort to connect, 
collaborate and create a comprehensive 
neighborhood plan will not only tangibly “build 
community” now as the process unfolds, but 
will also support quality of life for the college, 
the neighborhood, the town and the city for 
many years to come. Given the challenges and 
changes wrought by the pandemic and its 
economic impact, we need positive, productive 
partnerships like this now more than ever. 
 
For more information about LANDS, go to: 
www.townofdewitt.com/departments/planning
___zoning/planning___sustainability/ongoing_p
rojects___initiatives/lands_survey.php  
 

http://www.townofdewitt.com/government/dewitt_advisory_conservation_commission/index.php
http://www.townofdewitt.com/government/dewitt_advisory_conservation_commission/index.php
http://www.townofdewitt.com/e_notify/index.php
http://www.ocrra.org/
http://cceonondaga.org/environment/invasive-nuisance-species/terrestrial-animals/deer-tick
http://cceonondaga.org/environment/invasive-nuisance-species/terrestrial-animals/deer-tick
http://www.townofdewitt.com/departments/planning___zoning/planning___sustainability/ongoing_projects___initiatives/lands_survey.php
http://www.townofdewitt.com/departments/planning___zoning/planning___sustainability/ongoing_projects___initiatives/lands_survey.php
http://www.townofdewitt.com/departments/planning___zoning/planning___sustainability/ongoing_projects___initiatives/lands_survey.php
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Update: Elevating Erie & I-481 Pedestrian 
Bridge & What’s Next? 

Elevating Erie is “building 
community” in ways that not 
only add to our quality of life 
now, but as an integral part 
of the 450+-mile Empire 
State Trail, the Elevating Erie 
project will also provide 
economic development 

opportunities for our community, neighboring 
communities, tourism, business, the 
environment, and the overall economy of 
Onondaga County and New York State.  
 
Creating a naturalized environment on Erie 
Boulevard has been a priority for the Town for 
many years and we are pleased the Elevating 
Erie project moved forward with such 
significant momentum in 2020. The new center 
median on the boulevard – which includes a 
bike path and walkways for walkers, runners, 
and cyclists – also includes trees and grass 
which will be “greening up” more and more as 
we move into spring. We hope to partner with 
NYS DOT to also green up the median on Erie 
Boulevard from Bridge Street down to East 
Genesee Street.  
 
New sidewalks were installed on both sides of 
Erie Boulevard from Thompson Road to Bridge 
Street; new sidewalks will also be installed on 
the western side of Erie Blvd. from Bridge 
Street to E. Genesee Street in the near future; 
once new development of the Shoppingtown 
property is underway, sidewalks on the eastern 
side of Erie Blvd. will be replaced as a part of 
the overall scope of the project.  
 
While Erie Boulevard is integral to our 
economic well-being, we also want this 
important business district to be “pedestrian 
friendly,” connecting residents and those who 
work on Erie Boulevard to our parks, 
greenspaces, and trail systems, and aligning 
with our goal of maximizing greenspace all 
across the Town of DeWitt.  
 

The pandemic has made clear how fortunate 
we are, especially here in DeWitt, to have easy 
access to a variety of parks, playgrounds, and 
greenspaces, as well as a myriad of 
interconnecting trails. Studies have shown that 
parks and greenspaces improve the standard 
of living and quality of life for surrounding 
neighborhoods, provide increased recreational 
opportunities and public health improvements, 
increase property values, and help maintain a 
strong tax base; as such, greenspaces truly 
function as “natural capital” in the Town of 
DeWitt. 
 
The Towpath Road trail was also completed in 
2020; now runners, bikers, and walkers can 
travel from Erie Boulevard at Bridge Street over 
the new I-481 pedestrian bridge to visit Ryder, 
Butternut Creek, and Cedar Bay Parks and 
connect to the Erie Canalway trail system.  
 
The new pedestrian bridge over I-481 is a long-
awaited and welcome benefit to our 
community; it serves to connect our eastern 
and western neighborhoods; the Jonathan 
Craig and Pickwick neighborhoods to Butternut 
Drive, Town Hall, Ryder Park, Butternut Creek 
Park, Cedar Bay Park, the Erie Canal and the 
Erie Canalway Trail system. Before this 
pedestrian bridge, the whole of the Town of 
DeWitt was bisected by I-481, with few options 
for walkers, bikers, and runners to safely cross 
over I-481 to the most recreation rich area of 
our community; the bridge is a key component 
of the Elevating Erie Project and a critical 
connector within the 750-mile Empire State 
Trail system.  
 
What’s next? We are in the planning stages of 
the Widewaters Pond component of the 
Elevating Erie project; a large greenspace 
situated at the crossroads of Erie Boulevard 
and Bridge Street. The Widewaters Pond Park 
will feature trails, water fountains, benches and 
decorative lighting. We look forward to the 
development of this exciting component of the 
Elevating Erie project when our budget allows. 
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For more information about Elevating Erie, go 
to: 
Elevating Erie 
Video: http://www.elevatingerie.com/spannin
g-the-gap-video   
Empire State 
Trail: https://www.ny.gov/programs/empire-
state-trail   
 
Tree City USA Award 2020 
The Town of DeWitt is the proud recipient of 
the Arbor Foundation’s Tree City USA 
designation for 2020. The award, also 
sponsored by the U.S. Forest Service and the 
National Association of State Foresters, is in 
recognition of DeWitt being one of more than 
3,600 communities who make the planting and 
care of trees a priority.  
 
Communities world-wide are facing 
increasingly daunting challenges with energy, 
air quality, water resources, and personal 
health and well-being. Effective urban forest 
management supports us to provide solutions 
to these challenges. 
 
Please join me on Arbor Day, Friday, April 30th 
in planting or caring for a tree – or trees – on 
your property, in your neighborhood, or perhaps 
helping a neighbor to do so. (See below 
regarding a town tree maintenance event on 
Saturday, May 8th.)  
 
Update & Event: Butternut Creek Trail  
In collaboration with Onondaga Earth Corps, 
the Town of DeWitt Tree Committee will hold a 
tree maintenance event on May 8th at Ryder 
Park. The committee will be mulching, pruning, 
and learning about proper maintenance 
practices for trees; we anticipate we will hold a 
workshop led by local tree stewards who will 
demonstrate proper tree maintenance 
techniques. For more information, go to the 
town website homepage or: 
www.townofdewitt.com/departments/planning
___zoning/sustainability/index.php   

 
 
Also, please remember to dress for the 
weather; gloves, proper footwear, layers of 
clothing, etc.; we will provide mulch and 
appropriate equipment.  
 
The fishing platform continues to be enjoyed 
by residents and visitors in all seasons. 
However, the boardwalk at the head of the trail 
remains closed due to both a structural 
problem and budget limitations; budget 
permitting we hope to re-open the boardwalk 
sometime in the latter half of 2021. 
 
Update: Fiddlers Green Park  

 
 
Jamesville’s Fiddlers Green is one of our most 
beautiful, natural parks. If you’ve not yet visited 
Fiddlers Green, I recommend you do so this 
spring. 
 
As mentioned above, parks are an integral way 
in which we sustain a balanced quality of life in 
DeWitt; the pandemic has reminded us that 
even when we must abide by social distancing 
measures, nature is the best way to get out and 
enjoy our community.  
 

http://www.elevatingerie.com/spanning-the-gap-video
http://www.elevatingerie.com/spanning-the-gap-video
https://www.ny.gov/programs/empire-state-trail
https://www.ny.gov/programs/empire-state-trail
http://www.townofdewitt.com/departments/planning___zoning/sustainability/index.php
http://www.townofdewitt.com/departments/planning___zoning/sustainability/index.php
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As we announced in 2020, thanks to the 
generosity of Ms. Jackie Place, Fiddlers Green 
has significantly expanded. Ms. Place donated 
five acres of land - and several hundred feet of 
waterfront - along Butternut Creek in 
Jamesville, an area behind the former Glen 
Loch restaurant, to our Fiddlers Green Park. 
Ms. Place’s extraordinarily generous gift to the 
town is in honor of her late husband, Bryan 
McNeill Place.  
 
We hope to host a special event to honor Ms. 
Place – and her late husband Bryan’s – lasting 
contribution to the quality of life in the town of 
DeWitt and to celebrate being able to be 
together “in community” again sometime this 
summer or fall, depending on safety concerns 
with regard to the COVID-19 virus. For more 
information about Fiddlers Green, go to: 
www.fiddlersgreenpark.org   
 
New for 2021: Playgrounds at Franklin Park 
and Dunrovin Park  
Make sure you bring the kids or the grandkids 
to one of these playgrounds on the north side 
of town. Again, my thanks to Town Board 
member Sam Young and NYS 
Assemblywoman Pam Hunter who were 
instrumental in securing funds for the new 
playgrounds at both Franklin Park and Dunrovin 
Park.  
 
Carrier Park; a progressive park building 
sports tourism economic development 
opportunities  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Update: NJCAA Women’s Softball 
Championship Tournament 
May 27th-29th Carrier Park will host the 2021 
National Junior College Athletic Association 
Women’s Softball Championship Tournament. 
We are excited to host this event and about the 
opportunities it will provide for our community 
and local businesses; we are also excited to be 
host for an event that can serve as an 
inspiration for girls and young women looking 
to participate in this popular, empowering 
sport.  
 
We have received approval from the Onondaga 
County Health Department to host the event; 
however, we do not yet have approval for 
spectators at the event. See updates at: 
https://www.carrierpark.org/ (While on our site, 
sign up for email and/or text alerts!)  
 
New for 2021: All-Inclusive Playground, 
Basketball Courts & Turf Fields 
We hope to open Carrier Park to the public 
during the day and early evenings soon; we 
want the whole of our community – and the 
broader community – to be able to fully enjoy 
the park. We are waiting to ensure we have the 
proper social distancing and other pandemic-
related measures in place so individuals and 
families can enjoy the park and also feel safe 
to do so. 
 
We have some exciting summer camps, skills 
camps, leagues, tournaments, and events 
planned for Carrier Park for this spring, 
summer, and fall: SSA Leagues, High School 
Summer Leagues, 18+ Leagues, 3-on-3 
Tournaments, NJCAA Tournament, Wheelchair 
Basketball, and Ball in the Fall. See pages 36-
38 for more information. 
 
This past fall, the town completed installation 
of two turf infields and the construction of 
three all-inclusive basketball courts and 
children’s playground. As you may know, 
Carrier Park is the proud home of the Syracuse 
Challenger Baseball program, see page 33 for 
more information about the upcoming 
Challenger season.  

http://www.fiddlersgreenpark.org/
https://www.carrierpark.org/
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We also now have two all new turf infields for 
youth baseball and all levels of Fastpitch 
softball. Artificial turf fields are more durable 
and offer greater playability. That means more 
games, practices, and tournament bookings; 
tournaments hosted at Carrier Park keep our 
28+ town hotels busy and generate economic 
opportunities for retail, restaurants, 
entertainment, and gas not only for the Town 
of DeWitt, but for Onondaga County and the 
CNY region. 
 
The new basketball courts, partially funded by 
the Jim & Juli Boeheim Foundation, are lighted 
and feature fully adjustable backboards and 
rims so children and adults in wheelchairs can 
also play one of Syracuse’s favorite sports. The 
playground, the only one of its kind in the CNY 
region, is specially designed for children of all 
ages and abilities, including those with special 
needs; in addition to special apparatus, the 
playground area features a soft, ground-level 
membrane safe for all kids to tumble on, but 
firm enough for children in wheelchairs. 
 
For more information about the potential 
economic benefits of Carrier Park, an overview 
of the project, as well the ways in which you 
can become a “Carrier Park Partner” and 
support this community asset that can provide 
DeWitt vital economic development 
opportunities via sports tourism dollars, see 
pages 26-32 in this newsletter.  
  
Become a Carrier Park Partner  
Please consider becoming a “Carrier Park 
Partner.” Our state-of-the-art, all inclusive, 
multi-sport recreation facility for children and 
adults, including those with special 
needs…needs your partnership. (See pgs. 26-
32 for more information.) 
 

 

Update: Booking Carrier Park for the 2021 
season 
If you or your organization would like to 
schedule games, practices or tournaments for 
the 2021 season, please contact us at: 
carrierpark@townofdewitt.com   
 
Carrier Park Events: 
If you or your community organization are 
interested in booking an event at Carrier Park, 
please contact us at: 
carrierpark@townofdewitt.com  If you have 
ideas for a special or community event, or 
you’d like a tour of Carrier Park, just call the 
Recreation Department at (315) 446-3910 x 9 
or email carrierpark@townofdewitt.com. 
  

 
 
How can you support Carrier Park?  
Carrier Park Lawn Signs 
You can show your support for our Carrier Park 
recreation complex now by purchasing a 
couple of Carrier Park “more than you think” 
lawn signs. Just $10, lawn signs are available 
at the Town Hall Recreation Office, 2nd floor. 
 
A sign on your front lawn – or at your business 
– shows neighbors, colleagues, and passing 
motorists you are a part of “building 
community” by supporting Carrier Park; your 
contribution also supports future park 
development. 
  
For more information about Carrier Park see 
pgs. 26-32 of this newsletter. Or download this 
PDF: http://carrierpark.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/09/Carrier-Park-
Marketing-Package-PDF.pdf To learn more 
about sponsorships and donations, go to: 
http://carrierpark.org/story/  
 

mailto:carrierpark@townofdewitt.com
mailto:carrierpark@townofdewitt.com
mailto:carrierpark@townofdewitt.com
http://carrierpark.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Carrier-Park-Marketing-Package-PDF.pdf
http://carrierpark.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Carrier-Park-Marketing-Package-PDF.pdf
http://carrierpark.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Carrier-Park-Marketing-Package-PDF.pdf
http://carrierpark.org/story/
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East Syracuse Bottle & Can Return  
East Syracuse Bottle & Can Return, located on 
East Manlius Street right next to the Thrifty 
Shopper in the Village of East Syracuse 
recently sent us a check for $300 for Carrier 
Park! My thanks to all who “donated” their 
returnables. Also, my personal thanks to Joann 
Casciano for her support and commitment to 
the town, the village of East Syracuse, and 
Carrier Park. 
 
East Syracuse Bottle & Can Return will accept 
your returnables and donate the proceeds to 
Carrier Park, home of the Syracuse Challenger 
Baseball program.  
 
Environmental & Energy Initiatives  
Solar Array: Sustainability & Bird Sanctuary  

 
 
Our Town of DeWitt Solar Array went online in 
the fall of 2020. Located on the site of our 
former town landfill, the array includes over 
7,000 solar panels spread out over an 11-acre 
area. Proactively reducing our reliance on fossil 
fuels - and being more respectful of the 
environment - is another important way we’re 
striving to “build community” in DeWitt.  
 
The 2.66 Megawatts of electricity produced 
annually by our Solar Array totally frees the 
Town from using fossil fuels for our municipal 
electrical needs; this includes all of our town 
buildings and facilities, street lights, (our newly 
installed energy efficient LED street lights) and 
water and sewer pumps. Over the next 20 
years, projections indicate power generated 
from the panels will allow us to save 
approximately $70,000 per year. Plus, we can 
expand the array in the future if DeWitt 
residents and businesses choose to become a 
part of the project.  

The utilization of our 50-acre former landfill 
site for the Solar Array has also provided us an 
extraordinary opportunity to repurpose the site 
as a grassland bird sanctuary; by instituting a 
minimal lawn mowing regime we maintain a 
grassland habitat that accommodates 
several Endangered, Threatened, Special 
Concern and High Priority bird species, 
including: Northern Harrier, Grasshopper 
Sparrow, Eastern Meadowlark, and Bobolink. 
(For a detailed list of other bird species 
observed at the landfill and surrounding 
habitats, please see Cornell’s eBird website: 
https://ebird.org/home)  
 
I want my grandchildren and great 
grandchildren to view polluting fossil fuels - 
natural gas, oil, and coal – like we view using 
horses as a mode of transportation. This solar 
project supports our community to be 
respectful and responsible custodians of the 
environment in and around the former landfill 
site, provides for our municipal electric needs 
without the use of fossil fuels, and saves on 
our municipal energy costs for years to come; 
it serves the budget, the bottom line, the 
residents, and the environment.  
 
For more info. about the Solar Array project, 
see this link at:  
www.townofdewitt.com/departments/planning
___zoning/sustainability/solar.php   
 
Electric Vehicles & Charging Stations & LED 
Lighting

 
 
The Town of DeWitt now uses two electric 
vehicles for town business. Also, electric 
charging stations are available at Town Hall on 
Butternut Drive for use by both the town and 
the public. We anticipate installing a minimum 

http://www.townofdewitt.com/departments/planning___zoning/sustainability/solar.php
http://www.townofdewitt.com/departments/planning___zoning/sustainability/solar.php
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of two additional charging stations at our 
Carrier Park recreation facility this year, and 
another six or so charging stations at various 
town properties in the future. 
 
Also, we completed installing all new LED 
streetlights throughout the Town in 2020; the 
conversion to LED street lighting will reduce 
our electric consumption and costs by two-
thirds.  
 
HeatSmart CNY campaign extended for 
another 2 years; join now!  
HeatSmart CNY is a community-based 
campaign that helps owners of residences 
(single & multi-family), commercial, and 
community buildings learn about and install 
renewable technologies for heating/cooling 
and energy efficiency/weatherization 
measures. HeatSmart CNY offers virtual tours 
and workshops to share information about the 
technologies that are helping us move the 
heating and cooling of our buildings away from 
on-site combustion of fossil fuels to ground 
source (“geothermal”) and air source heat 
pumps designed for cold climates; heat pump 
water heaters; and home envelope 
improvements/insulation. These heating and 
cooling technologies make living more 
comfortable and environmentally sustainable, 
while in many cases slashing energy costs.  
 
Though heating your home may not be top of 
mind as you read this, right now is a very 
favorable time to enroll in the HeatSmart 
campaign; various federal, state, and utility 
incentives can be combined to bring down 
costs. For more information about the 
technologies, incentives, and upcoming virtual 
events please visit the HeatSmart CNY 
website and Facebook page.  
 
Assisting Residents with Energy Costs 
If you would like information about how to save 
on your energy costs and/or bill payment 
options and financial assistance programs, 
contact the NYS Office of Consumer Services, 
at: https://www.nyconnects.ny.gov/results  
 

Update: Shoppingtown  
Last fall Onondaga County reached a 
settlement with Moonbeam, the owners of 
Shoppingtown; the Town looks forward to 
working in a positive, productive partnership 
with the County to redevelop the property to 
serve both the Town of DeWitt and the greater 
Onondaga County community. 
 
What most folks don’t know is that for the past 
6+ years, town government has been 
fastidiously working behind the scenes with 
Moonbeam to redevelop the site. To that end 
we offered Shoppingtown’s owners multiple, 
robust financial incentives; we pro-actively 
provided them with access to grants, energy 
incentive programs, specific redevelopment 
concepts, cost-saving plans, a potential PILOT 
agreement, and other financial inducements to 
encourage them to rehabilitate – or fully 
redevelop - the property. Unfortunately, 
Moonbeam declined the town’s comprehensive 
support and chose to litigate instead. 
 
We are pleased the County will be acquiring 
this vitally important property; we want this 
valuable, strategically located commercial 
property - like all of our commercial properties - 
to be vibrant and profitable and to strongly 
support our tax base, our resident’s needs, and 
the broader community. 
Per our recommendations– and extensive 
plans presented to Moonbeam over the last 
several years – we envision Shoppingtown 
redeveloped as a mixed-use property; a 
combination retail, professional office, cultural, 
entertainment, food, and living 
facility…including for seniors.  
 
Onondaga County would benefit from the sales 
tax revenue and seniors and other residents of 
the new facility would be able to live, worship, 
eat, shop and recreate “right at home,” and 
within easy walking distance of Marshalls 
Plaza, Erie Blvd., and Ryder, Cedar Bay, and 
Butternut Creek Parks and the Erie Canalway 
Trail. The brand new Elevating Erie walkway 
and greenspace now within the median of Erie 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__heatsmartcny.org_enroll&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=RnoGBqAOBGW7aKFGBdvTz0ZQkVCxIFFI8nmcPUCLWco&m=_AgWZyN7DEf1_kYERbt3846osmUb1dwTBz6ccVzSBrI&s=mDDUSWgVk-O9SrDptzFAirg-dVR5n6flJoy07_RomPA&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__heatsmartcny.org_enroll&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=RnoGBqAOBGW7aKFGBdvTz0ZQkVCxIFFI8nmcPUCLWco&m=_AgWZyN7DEf1_kYERbt3846osmUb1dwTBz6ccVzSBrI&s=mDDUSWgVk-O9SrDptzFAirg-dVR5n6flJoy07_RomPA&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__heatsmartcny.org_enroll&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=RnoGBqAOBGW7aKFGBdvTz0ZQkVCxIFFI8nmcPUCLWco&m=_AgWZyN7DEf1_kYERbt3846osmUb1dwTBz6ccVzSBrI&s=mDDUSWgVk-O9SrDptzFAirg-dVR5n6flJoy07_RomPA&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__heatsmartcny.us8.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3D9ad5d537e96ebbd843e30ef69-26id-3Dd9f5c4f468-26e-3D1e907fa09e&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=RnoGBqAOBGW7aKFGBdvTz0ZQkVCxIFFI8nmcPUCLWco&m=_AgWZyN7DEf1_kYERbt3846osmUb1dwTBz6ccVzSBrI&s=DMCnPeKmGvuHZ6fuiQo_1Qkmzvdf-qje6Wmy1Q6Ix5g&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__heatsmartcny.us8.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3D9ad5d537e96ebbd843e30ef69-26id-3Dd9f5c4f468-26e-3D1e907fa09e&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=RnoGBqAOBGW7aKFGBdvTz0ZQkVCxIFFI8nmcPUCLWco&m=_AgWZyN7DEf1_kYERbt3846osmUb1dwTBz6ccVzSBrI&s=DMCnPeKmGvuHZ6fuiQo_1Qkmzvdf-qje6Wmy1Q6Ix5g&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__heatsmartcny.us8.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3D9ad5d537e96ebbd843e30ef69-26id-3De651a8fd43-26e-3D1e907fa09e&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=RnoGBqAOBGW7aKFGBdvTz0ZQkVCxIFFI8nmcPUCLWco&m=_AgWZyN7DEf1_kYERbt3846osmUb1dwTBz6ccVzSBrI&s=bRF0ejEPahA4_G2qaNENvVq0t0xM5Dk3Gorz6lDNYyw&e=
https://www.nyconnects.ny.gov/results
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Boulevard also helps to ensure walkers, 
runners and cyclers are safer, too. 
  
For detailed information about the town’s 
efforts – along with links to comparable 
comprehensive large-scale mixed-use projects 
in other areas of the country similar to what the 
Town proposed to Shoppingtown’s owners – 
please see my letter at: 
www.townofdewitt.com/departments/supervis
or/letters_from_the_supervisor.php   
 
And/or go to: 
*West Glen, West Desmoines, Iowa: 
http://www.westglentowncenter.com   
*Masphee Commons, Massachusetts: 
http://mashpeecommons.com/   
*Belmar Town Center, Lakewood, Colorado: 
https://www.belmarcolorado.com/ 
https://www.denver.org/about-
denver/neighborhood-guides/belmar-
lakewood/  
 
INSIDE TOWN HALL 
New! Town of DeWitt Website  
Building community connections begins with 
better communication; over the course of the 
past year we’ve all seen how critically 
important connection, communication, and 
community is to the quality of our lives, 
especially during challenging times. Our new 
town website supports us to build better 
communication and connection with residents, 
businesses, visitors, neighboring communities, 
and other levels of government. 
 

  
 
Please be sure to sign up for email and/or text 
notifications; help us better connect to you 
with important information, as well as special 
events, newsletters, day camp updates, 

programming additions and changes, town hall 
closings, and seasonal and services news. For 
more information, see the back cover of this 
newsletter.  
 
Update: Town Board Meetings 
As of April 1, 2021, the Town Board is still 
holding meetings via Zoom. If you would like 
to attend, log in information can be found on 
the bottom of the town website homepage 
under the “Meetings, Events & Deadlines” 
calendar at www.townofdewitt.com or on the 
Town Board page at 
www.townofdewitt.com/government/dewitt_to
wn_board/index.php  
 

 
 
Update: Limited Town Hall Access - Town 
Clerk & Other Administrative Services  
Due to the COVID -19 virus, and with special 
consideration for seniors and high risk 
members of our community, Town Hall 
enacted “appointment-only” in-person 
procedures in March 2020 and again in late 
November; those procedures remain in place 
until further notice.  
 
However, we will be opening Town Hall to the 
public again soon. In 2020, the Town Clerk and 
Tax offices did manage most of your clerical 
and tax business through the mail and also the 
Drop Box to the left of the Town Hall front door; 
only marriage licenses, passports and notary 
public services need to be conducted in-
person. If you need one of those services, you 
can call our offices for an appointment at (315) 
446-3910 x 2.  
 
 

http://www.townofdewitt.com/departments/supervisor/letters_from_the_supervisor.php
http://www.townofdewitt.com/departments/supervisor/letters_from_the_supervisor.php
http://www.westglentowncenter.com/
http://mashpeecommons.com/
https://www.belmarcolorado.com/
https://www.denver.org/about-denver/neighborhood-guides/belmar-lakewood/
https://www.denver.org/about-denver/neighborhood-guides/belmar-lakewood/
https://www.denver.org/about-denver/neighborhood-guides/belmar-lakewood/
http://www.townofdewitt.com/
http://www.townofdewitt.com/government/dewitt_town_board/index.php
http://www.townofdewitt.com/government/dewitt_town_board/index.php
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We recognize some residents have been 
concerned about using the Drop Box. The Drop 
Box is locked, secure, and checked several 
times a day by authorized town personnel; it is 
also monitored by camera. There is also a box 
with empty envelopes attached to the front of 
the Drop Box in case you forget to bring an 
envelope. For your convenience, we will likely 
continue to use the Drop Box even when we 
return to normal, in-person access to Town Hall 
by the general public.  
  
Also, for the future, with regard to tax 
payments, if you choose to mail in your tax 
payment – or use the Drop Box – please mail 
the entire bill and we will mail your receipt 
back to you. Also, if you are paying online, you 
will receive a confirmation of your payment. In 
all cases – mail, Drop Box, or online – as soon 
as your payment is entered with Onondaga 
County you can print a receipt 
at: https://onondaga.go2gov.net/faces/search.
jsp  
 
Recreation Department 
Due to the virus, the Recreation Department 
had to “re-tool” much of its programming in 
2020. We will begin offering in-person 
programs again in 2021, most specifically a 
modified version of our popular summer Day 
Camp program. We will also offer some new, 
exciting summer camps at Carrier Park, as well 
as leagues, tournaments, and events including 
SSA Leagues, High School Summer Leagues, 
18+ Leagues, 3-on-3 Tournaments, NJCAA 
Tournament, and Ball in the Fall. See pages 36-
38 for more information. 
 
The Recreation Department is looking for 
volunteers to help revitalize the Butterfly 
Garden and surrounding areas at Ryder Park on 
Saturday, May 15. See page 35 for more 
information. Our 2nd annual Photo Contest will 
take place this fall. More information will be 
available in the Fall Newsletter due out in 
September. 
 
 
 

Town Budget 2021  
Again, my sincere appreciation to our Town 
Comptroller Kerrie Fusco, Town Board 
members Kerry Mannion and Sam Young, as 
well as Police Chief Chase Bilodeau, Town 
Clerk Angela Epolito, and Highway 
Superintendent Rocco Conte for their hard 
work on the 2021 budget.  
  
The pandemic created both additional 
expenses and a significant budget shortfall; at 
the close of 2020 we faced a $2 million budget 
deficit, as well as negative fund balances. 
Thanks to the efforts of the folks above who 
represent the Budget Committee, our final 
budget for 2021 represented a tax increase of 
only 2%, ensuring we continue to remain under 
the NYS tax cap. The influx of federal funds via 
the recently passed stimulus package will help 
the town to replenish our fund balances.  
  
I also want to thank town staff for working in 
partnership and collaboration throughout last 
year with regard to hours, job responsibilities, 
and supporting other departments.  
Fortunately, as you can see, commercial 
development projects throughout the town 
continue to move forward; we hope those 
development dollars will support us to sustain 
our staff and services at present levels 
throughout 2021.  
 
Update: Ongoing Management Training for 
Town Staff & Key Personnel 
We continue to build community and better 
communication inside Town Hall with 
management training for department heads 
and key staff. The heart of town government is 
more than elected officials; it’s all the people 
inside Town Hall who support me, the Town 
Board, and you. We want to ensure staff 
receive the “tools” they need to communicate 
more effectively, support their own staff, and 
work in partnership with other departments, as 
well as with residents and businesses. Our 
objective is to better serve you, the taxpayer, 
but also to support staff to create a more 
supportive, empowered, efficient and 
interdependent work environment.  

https://onondaga.go2gov.net/faces/search.jsp
https://onondaga.go2gov.net/faces/search.jsp
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We will also be specifically focusing on 
equity/diversity/inclusion/sensitivity issues in 
2021; providing training(s) for all staff and 
ensuring our hiring policies, procedures and 
practices – and especially our engagement 
with town residents, businesses, the general 
public, and one another – reflect responsible, 
respectful, sensitive communication and 
consideration. 
 
Update: Highway Department & Brush Pick Up 
Schedule 
See the insert in your newsletter for the 2021 
spring brush schedule, or go to:  
www.townofdewitt.com/departments/highway
/index.php  
 
Our town Highway Department paved 16 miles 
of road in DeWitt in 2020, replaced 451 street 
signs, removed 160 truckloads of leaves last 
fall, and plowed and salted town roadways 80 
times. My thanks to our Highway staff for their 
service to the community. 
 
Update: DeWitt Police Dept. 2020-2021  
Please see 
www.townofdewittpolice.com/news_detail_T2
8_R9.php for more information about the 
completion of our Town of DeWitt Police 
Department response to the Governor’s NYS 
Executive Order 203. 
 
SCAMS! 
Please stay vigilant! Unfortunately, the 
challenges and changes in our communities - 
and our society - due to the pandemic and the 
resulting economic fallout, creates an 
opportune environment for people who seek to 
take advantage of fear and confusion…with 
scams. In fact, even prior to the virus outbreak 
scams were on the rise. With the addition of so 
much technological communication in our daily 
lives via the internet, email, and social media, 
scams have not only become more prevalent, 
they have also become more and more 
sophisticated. Protect yourself from scams: 
Protecting yourself from scams/fraud 
https://www.consumerfinance.gov/consumer-
tools/fraud/   

FBI Internet Crime Complaint Center  
https://www.ic3.gov/default.aspx   
 If you have been victimized by a scam, call 
911. 
 
Update: Deer Management 2021 
Results for the 2020 deer cull will be released 
in early summer and posted on the town 
website; as of the close of last year’s cull, we 
removed 62 deer and 1,777 pounds of venison 
was delivered for donation, providing 6,828 
meals for the greater community. As you may 
be aware, food needs significantly increased in 
2020 due to the COVID-19 virus and 
challenging economic circumstances for many 
families; we are happy the town is able to 
support community food needs in any way we 
can. More information regarding earlier culls 
can be found at: 
www.townofdewitt.com/i_want_to/find___learn
_about/sustainability/white-
tailed_deer_management.php  
 
Key to the success of our Deer Management 
program is gaining access to large parcels of 
land that meet the conditions of our NYS 
Department of Conservation permit. If you are 
a property owner interested in supporting the 
town’s deer management efforts, please 
contact Nicholas Quilty-Koval at 
nkoval@townofdewitt.com or at (315) 446-
3910 x 137. 
 
Also, an important reminder, all town parks are 
closed from dusk to dawn and obtaining a 
property owner’s permission is required before 
entering private property.  
 
Update: Zombie Homes  
DeWitt is one of the few municipalities in the 
area with an active - and successful - Zombie 
Homes program; the current count of Zombie 
Homes in DeWitt is 69. Our office of Planning 
and Zoning recognize abandoned and 
neglected properties can negatively impact 
neighborhood property values, as well as the 
aesthetics of streets and neighborhoods and 
we are continually monitoring vacant and 
neglected properties throughout the town.  

http://www.townofdewitt.com/departments/highway/index.php
http://www.townofdewitt.com/departments/highway/index.php
http://www.townofdewittpolice.com/news_detail_T28_R9.php
http://www.townofdewittpolice.com/news_detail_T28_R9.php
https://www.consumerfinance.gov/consumer-tools/fraud/
https://www.consumerfinance.gov/consumer-tools/fraud/
https://www.ic3.gov/default.aspx
http://www.townofdewitt.com/i_want_to/find___learn_about/sustainability/white-tailed_deer_management.php
http://www.townofdewitt.com/i_want_to/find___learn_about/sustainability/white-tailed_deer_management.php
http://www.townofdewitt.com/i_want_to/find___learn_about/sustainability/white-tailed_deer_management.php
mailto:nkoval@townofdewitt.com
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Moving into 2021 we are focused on 
abandoned or neglected homes in the Ely-
Edwards Drive, Genesee Hills, Park Hill, and 
Franklin Park neighborhoods. We are also 
looking at possibly expanding our Zombie 
Homes Program to include coordinating with 
realtors and creating a registry. If you have an 
abandoned property in your neighborhood, 
please contact the Planning and Zoning Dept. 
at (315) 446-3910 x 3.  

 

HIGHWAY 

 

Notes from Superintendent Conte: 
The warmer weather is coming and we are all 
looking forward to it. This winter we have dealt 
with an unusual set of circumstances along 
with cold & snowy days, and we are ready to 
move on and start fresh with a spring clean-up.  
For the Highway Department this means brush 
and debris removal, filling in pot holes, road 
sweeping, and sign maintenance.  
 
Looking back on 2020, the Highway 
Department has repaved or resurfaced 15 
miles of road and repaired or rebuilt over 100 
catch basins. We will continue to upgrade 
street signs and traffic signs in the 
neighborhoods.  
 
Brush pick up services will start in April, and we 
will collect any remaining leaves right along 
with spring debris. Please review and save the 
regulations/schedule which is included in this 
Newsletter.  
  
Road Construction season has started; the 
orange barrels and cones are out. For many, 
they are a sign of annoyance, others, a signal 
to hurry up. Infrastructure projects benefit 
everyone and the individuals performing the 
work require their environment to be as safe as 
possible. You can assist by reducing speed, 
observing the traffic signs and flaggers 
whenever you’re in a construction zone. 
Thank you all for your continued support during 
the year. I am hopeful that you will be able to 
enjoy yourselves on the Erie Canal Trail & in 

your own yards that you work so hard on every 
year. As we all try to make our community a 
better place to live. 
 
Enjoy you Spring & Summer,  
Rocco P. Conte 
 
Street Sweeping 

During the first 
month of brush and 
yard debris 
collection, the 
sweepers/vacuums 
will follow the 
crews picking up 
material. This 
ensures the entire 
Town gets a “clean 

sweep.” The Yard Waste Schedule is included 
in this newsletter. The sweeper may be a day 
or two behind the debris crew. If you do not 
have yard debris, but have accumulations of 
sand/salt on your property; simply rake or 
sweep the material onto the road edge and the 
sweepers will gather it during the scheduled 
week. 
 
Asphalt Repairs 
Permanent repair to asphalt caused by 
snowplowing and water/sewer repair activities 
are completed when the blacktop plants open 
and weather permitting. 
 
We do not repair damage caused by private 
snow plows. To report damage, call the  
Highway Department at (315) 437-8331. 
 
Lawn Repairs 
Highway crews will be repairing damage to 
lawns caused by town snowplowing and 
water/sewer repair activities. Please be patient 
we will get to all the areas that need repair. For 
the repair to be successful, please water the 
restored area. Please do not tamper with 
orange cones or barrels. We do not repair 
property damage caused by private plows.  
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Who picks up my household 
trash/recyclables? 
Butler Disposal: (315) 342-0832 
The Town Highway Department does not pick 
up household items left curbside. Contact 
Butler Disposal to arrange for removal of your 
unwanted items. 
 
Contact Butler Disposal if you have any issues 
or questions about your trash/recyclables 
pickup. 
 
Contact the Planning and Zoning Department 
at (315) 446-3910 x 3 to report issues with 
litter or accumulations of household items 
curbside. 
 
Who fixes Potholes? 
On Town streets, contact your Highway 
Department at (315) 437-8331. We do not 
maintain NYS or Onondaga County roads.  
 
If you have any concerns or complaints about a 
New York State Road (such as Erie Blvd, 
Genesee St, Carrier Circle, 481 and 690 to 
name a few) they can be reported to 1-800-
POTHOLE (1-800-768-4653). 
 
If you have any concerns or complaints about 
an Onondaga County Road (such as James St., 
Franklin Park Dr, Kirkville Rd and Jamesville Rd 
to name a few) they can be reported to  
(315) 435-5452. 
 
For a complete listing of the New York State 
and Onondaga County roads that are within the 
Town of DeWitt, please visit the Town of Dewitt 
website; www.townofdewitt.com  
 

PARKS & FACILITIES 
 

2021 Park and Facility Rentals are available 
now! Rentals are done on a first come, first 
serve basis.  
 
NOTICE: Group sizes will be dictated by State 
guidelines in place at the time of your event. 
Please plan accordingly. Cancellations made at 
least 30 days prior to your reservation will 

receive a full refund. Refunds are not 
guaranteed for cancelations made less than 30 
days from your reservation date.  
 
To check facility availability call the Recreation 
Office at (315) 446-3910 x 9 or visit 
townofdewitt.recdesk.com/Community/Facility  
 
To access park and facility rental forms visit 
townofdewitt.recdesk.com and click on the 
Forms tab. 

 

ONLINE FACILITY RESERVATIONS 
The following facilities can be reserved online 
at townofdewitt.recdesk.com  

 Cedar Bay Park 

 DeWitt Community Room 
 Maxwell Park Front & Back Pavilions 

 Ryder Park  
 
At the time of reservation you will need a 
RecDesk account and a credit card (VISA, 
Master Card or Discover).  
 
Please note that the merchant charges 3.09% 
on all credit card transactions. These fees go 
directly to the merchant, a third party 
processor, and are not retained by the Town of 
DeWitt. Service fees cannot be refunded. 

 

PLANNING, ZONING, CODES & 
SUSTAINABILITY 

 

Spring is here! More than likely you are 
beginning to spruce up your yard and start 
home improvement projects. Here are some 
helpful hints from Code Enforcement to keep 
you in compliance and safe. 
 
Spring Safety Checklist 
 No burn ban starting March 16 through 
 May 14 

 Visually inspect your roof and make sure 
 there are no loose shingles or other 
 problems. 

 Repair any broken basement windows 

 Seal any holes in your foundation 

http://www.townofdewitt.com/
https://townofdewitt.recdesk.com/Community/Facility
https://townofdewitt.recdesk.com/Community/Page?pageId=15974
https://townofdewitt.recdesk.com/Community/Facility
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 Place lattice around the base of your 
 deck (this helps deter wildlife) 

 Ensure the siding is secure 

 Mow your yard and trim trees (reference 
 the Yard and Waste Schedule before 
 putting debris out to the curb) 

 Make sure your house number is clearly 
 visible on your mailbox or house. 

Highway Work Permit 
A permit is required from the Highway 
Department is required for: 

 Residential driveways (e.g. new 
driveways, alterations, and driveway 
repaving) 

 Curb Cuts 
Permits can be found here: 
www.townofdewitt.com/departments/highway
/road_street_information/sidewalks_driveways
___curbs.php 
 
Yard and Garden Waste 
The Yard and Garden Waste insert is found in 
the center of this Newsletter-please save it for 
future reference. It contains collection dates as 
well as rules. It can also be accessed online at 
www.townofdewitt.com/departments/highway
/index.php  
Failure to comply with these rules creates a 
nuisance, unsightly conditions to your property, 
and problems for people and infrastructure. 
Debris encroaching into the road, shoulder, 
curb, or sidewalk causes hazards to motorists 
and pedestrians. Debris that blocks 
infrastructure such as storm drains, fire 
hydrants, and sewer vents can result in utility 
damage and flooding. 
 
1st Offense: Resident(s) will receive a notice 
specifying the type of infraction incurred; 
 
2nd Offense: Results in a special collection 
rate of $50/load charged to your taxes; 
 
Subsequent Offense: Results in a special 
collection rate of $100/load charged to your 
taxes. 
 

Collection of woody material from plants and 
shrubs begins the week of April 1st and 
continues through October 21st. Leaf 
collection typically occurs in November and 
December and is weather dependent. 
 
Projects requiring a Residential Building 
Permit (new or replacement) from the 
Planning and Zoning Department (Not an 
exhaustive list): 

 Fences 

 Sheds 

 Decks 

 Patios and walkways, such as new 
 concrete or paver installation 

 Pools 

 Hot Tubs 
 Solar Panels 

 Additions 

 Alterations that include new windows or 
door penetrations, gables, etc. 

 
NOTE: A residential building permit is NOT 
required when re-roofing your house. However, 
two layers of roofing material are the most 
allowed by the NYS Residential Code. 
 
Details, Instructions, and Permit Applications 
can be found here: 
www.townofdewitt.com/departments/planning
___zoning/permitting___code_enforcement/ind
ex.php#outer-22  
 
Tall Grass Complaints and Vacant Homes 
The growing season is upon us. We greatly 
appreciate you notifying us of vacant and 
unkempt properties. We respond to every 
complaint and encourage property owners to 
maintain their property. Additionally, we are 
continually evaluating and updating our 
inventory of derelict properties in DeWitt. We 
understand these properties are unsightly and 
have an impact on community pride and 
property values. We will continue to do 
everything possible to get these properties 
maintained and viable. Please report vacant 
and unkempt properties to (315) 446-3910 x 3. 
 

http://www.townofdewitt.com/departments/highway/road_street_information/sidewalks_driveways___curbs.php
http://www.townofdewitt.com/departments/highway/road_street_information/sidewalks_driveways___curbs.php
http://www.townofdewitt.com/departments/highway/road_street_information/sidewalks_driveways___curbs.php
http://www.townofdewitt.com/departments/highway/index.php
http://www.townofdewitt.com/departments/highway/index.php
http://www.townofdewitt.com/departments/planning___zoning/permitting___code_enforcement/index.php#outer-22
http://www.townofdewitt.com/departments/planning___zoning/permitting___code_enforcement/index.php#outer-22
http://www.townofdewitt.com/departments/planning___zoning/permitting___code_enforcement/index.php#outer-22
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Recreation Vehicles 
Recreational vehicles and boats are only 
allowed in your driveway for 10 days in a 
calendar year or in the rear yard—must be 
within five feet of the principal dwelling and 
within the extended lines of the sides of the 
residence. Please call us for further 
explanation. 
 
Solid Waste Disposal 
The Town of DeWitt has a Town-wide refuse 
district contract with Butler Disposal for the 
weekly collection of residential household 
trash and recyclables. The cost to each 
residential property depends on the owner 
selected Service Level—the volume of trash to 
be picked up each week—and paid annually 
through property taxes. 
 
For rates and more detailed information visit: 
www.townofdewitt.com/departments/planning
___zoning/garbage___recycling/index.php  
 
All levels of service come with unlimited 
recycling.  
 
OCRRA states this program has reduced the 
waste stream in Onondaga County by over 
60%. OCRRA’s Recycling program offers full 
details on what is and is not recyclable. 

 
 Blue Bins: For home recycling and can be 

picked up any time at the Ted Marsh 
Highway Facility at 5953 Butternut Drive, 
East Syracuse 13057. They are located 
outside for your convenience – please help 
yourself. 
 

 
 

 Levels of Service 
o Stickers: (No hauler pick up). Resident 

places stickers on bags and brings their 
own trash and recyclables to the Ley 
Creek location on 7th North Street,      
until the Rock Cut Rd facility reopens. 

o Single: Allows the resident to place, one 
32- gallon bag/container and unlimited 
recyclables at the curb for pick up. 

o General: Allows the resident to place, 
three 32-gallon bags/containers or one 
large rolling tote*, and unlimited 
recyclables at the curb for pick up. 
*Totes can be rented from Butler 
Disposal-Call (315) 342-0832. 

o Full: Allows the resident to place, 
unlimited bags or containers and 
unlimited recyclables at the curb for 
pick up. 

o Off Curb: All Levels of Service except 
stickers can be modified to allow the 
resident to leave bag(s) or container(s) 
and recycling bin(s) outside of their 
garage or at a designated pick-up area 
to be collected by the hauler upon 
arrival. 
 

 Change of Service Level: Homeowners can 
change their Service Level on an annual 
basis. For any change to be reflected on the 
following year’s tax bill, the change form 
must be received by September of the 
current year. For increases, the pro-rated 
amount for the remaining weeks in the year 
is paid by the homeowner by check or cash 
upon change request. For decreases, it is 
recommended to wait until the end of 
August to request the change as we are 
unable to refund the difference. 
 

 New Homeowners: Existing Service Levels 
remain with the home after the sale of the 
property. New homeowners may change 
their Service Level after the closing is 
complete by contacting the Planning and 
Zoning Department. 
 
 

http://www.townofdewitt.com/departments/planning___zoning/garbage___recycling/index.php
http://www.townofdewitt.com/departments/planning___zoning/garbage___recycling/index.php
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 Bulk Items: Items such as furniture, 
appliances, air conditioners, bathroom 
fixtures, tires, building material, carpets, 
metals, etc are not considered household 
trash and not included in this service. 
Neither Butler Disposal nor the Town of 
DeWitt Highway Department collects these 
items. Contact Butler Disposal or any other 
hauler for rates and to schedule a pick up. 

 
Stormwater Management 
Under Federal and State mandates, the Town is 
required to manage the volume and quality of 
stormwater that flows through our system. 
Routine property clean-ups help to ensure that 
stormwater flows freely into storm grates 
without debris clogging the pipes, plus it keeps 
your neighborhoods looking beautiful. In 
addition to the Towns program, OCRRA 
accepts yard and garden trimmings as well as 
food waste. For small amounts of waste, 
consider purchasing or building a home 
composting system. Compost serves primarily 
as a soil conditioner, whether it is spread in a 
layer on the soil surface or dug in. Gardens 
regularly amended with compost are better 
able to hold air and water, drain more 
efficiently, and contain nutrients the plants 
need.  
 
New York State Law Restricts the Use of Lawn 
Fertilizer 
According to the NYSDEC over 100 
waterbodies in New York State are impaired 
due to high levels of phosphorous. Many lawn 
fertilizers contain phosphorus—an essential 
nutrient for plant growth. During rain events 
and spring snowmelt, runoff picks up and 
transports the excess nutrients through storm 
grates, creeks and tributaries into ponds and 
lakes. Once in waterbodies, the accumulated 
phosphorous levels are too high causing poor 
water quality conditions for people and aquatic 
life.  
 
 Choose a lawn fertilizer that does not 

contain phosphorous. 
o The use of phosphorous lawn fertilizer 

is prohibited unless establishing a new 

lawn or a soil test shows that the lawn 
is deficient in phosphorous. 

o The application of lawn fertilizer 
containing nitrogen, phosphorous, or 
potassium is prohibited between 
December 1st and April 1st. 

Tips: 
 Test your soil before applying fertilizer 

(inexpensive kits available commercially) 
 Never apply fertilizer before a rain storm. 
 Pick up after your pet. Pet waste contains 

phosphorous that can be transported by 
stormwater runoff. 

 Never dispose of pet waste in storm drains 
or ditches. 

 Mow your lawn at regular intervals. Leave 
grass clippings on the lawn and use a 
compost pile for excess yard waste. 

 Cover excess mulch and soil to prevent 
erosion during rain events. 

 Plant a rain garden to slow the rate of 
stormwater runoff. 

 Use native plants. They require less 
maintenance and rarely require pesticides 
or fertilizers. 

 Plant a buffer strip along the shoreline of 
lakes, rivers, or streams to slow the volume 
of stormwater, runoff, absorb excess 
nutrients, and reduce soil erosion. 

 
The law applies to the use of phosphorous 
fertilizer that has more than 0.67% 
phosphorous by weight and includes organic 
phosphorous fertilizer. The provision does not 
apply to agricultural fertilizer or fertilizer for 
gardens. 
 
Scoop the Poop and Don’t Feed the Fowl 
As mentioned above, everything that enters 
storm grates in DeWitt, drains directly into 
creeks and other water bodies. Stormwater 
does not go to a treatment facility. Animal 
waste contains phosphorous and pathogens, 
both of which degrade water quality for people 
and aquatic life. Dispose of pet waste in the 
trash and never throw it in storm grates, 
ditches, or any other waterbody. 
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Feeding waterfowl (geese and ducks) is 
enjoyable but it causes them to gather in 
unnaturally high concentrations, leading to 
large amounts of waste entering our local 
waters. Furthermore, excessive bread, chips, 
and corn can cause long-term health problems 
because it lacks adequate nutrition. 
 
A Word from the Tree Committee 

 
Whether you hire a professional landscaper or 
are an avid do-it-yourselfer the wheel barrows, 
lawn mowers, and rakes are replacing the 
snowplows, shovels, and ice chippers. This is a 
perfect opportunity to talk about the unhealthy 
volcano mulching practices admired by many. 
The practice of volcano mulching, piling mulch 
up against tree trunks, was found to lead to 
unhealthy or even deadly tree problems. Here 
are a few tips that will protect your trees and 
allow them to flourish. 
 
The key to proper mulching is to create a wide, 
shallow, 2 - 4 inch deep circle that does not 
touch the trunk to keep your trees happy and 
healthy. As for diameter? For a 2” caliper tree, 
the circle can easily be 6’ wide. That’s a lot less 
lawn to mow! Following these tips allow trees 
to breathe and increase water infiltration. 
 
This form of mulching is often referred to as 
doughnut mulching as the practice entails 
spreading mulch out instead of up as seen with 
the volcano mulching (See illustration.) It's new 
enough that not every landscaper is up to date 
with it. Doughnut mulching uses about the 
same amount of mulch, just differently 
distributed to promote the health of the tree. 
 
 
 

DeWitt Fire Station Clean-Up 
We’re getting on the band wagon, too, as the 
DeWitt Tree Committee adopted the trees at 
the DeWitt Fire Station four years ago. The Tree 
Committee got to work removing the years of 
excess mulch. With a little remedial pruning in 
the crowns and roots, the site is just as well-
groomed and manicured as before and the 
trees are happy again! The Town of DeWitt 
Tree Committee and staff appreciate all the 
professionals and do-it yourselfers in our 
community that keep our green spaces green 
and beautiful. 
 
This year the Tree Committee will be out 
mulching and conducting light maintenance on 
these trees during the week of April 19th. 
Please check the website or contact Nicholas 
Quilty-Koval at nkoval@townofdewitt.com for 
more information.  
 
Tree Steward/Volunteer Opportunity 
You can be a part of DeWitt’s Tree initiatives! 
The Tree Committee is looking for motivated 
individuals to join them in either an official 
capacity or as a volunteer. The Tree Committee 
meets formally the first Tuesday of every 
month via Zoom or at the DeWitt Fire House in 
the small meeting room at 7:00 pm. For more 
information contact Ann Stevens at 
aroesgen@gmail.com. 
 
The Tree Committee and the Onondaga Earth 
Corps are meeting on Saturday, May 8 at 9:00 
AM at the Ryder Park pavilion for a tree 
maintenance demo and hands on mulching 
and pruning. This is a great opportunity to learn 
tree care for your property and or to become a 
tree steward. Tree pruning equipment will be 
provided. Please remember to dress for the 
weather. Masks and social distancing 
enforced.   
 
Picture this Arbor Day Celebration 
The Tree Committee is happy to announce the 
first ever Town of DeWitt tree photo project to 
document large, old, or historically significant 
trees on public property throughout the Town. 
More information on the project and how to 

mailto:nkoval@townofdewitt.com
mailto:aroesgen@gmail.com
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submit photos will be added to the Town’s 
website in the Planning and Sustainability 
section: 
www.townofdewitt.com/departments/planning
___zoning/planning___sustainability/index.php  
 
This project will act as part of the Town’s 
annual Arbor Day Celebration. Our goal is to 
create an interactive online booklet of large, 
old, or historic trees that can be used for future 
education opportunities, nature walks, or 
historic document.  In the past we’ve worked 
together to plan trees throughout the 
community to celebrate the importance of 
nature, so we hope you join us in this initiative!  
 
Free Street Trees Program 
We are now accepting requests for street trees 
for residents in the Town! For those who 
qualify for a tree, we will work together to plant 
in the Right of Way in residential areas. The 
right tree in the right places provides countless 
benefits to the physical environment and 
mental wellness. Requests will be taken for the 
fall planting season, please contact Nick Quilty-
Koval at nkoval@townofdewitt.com or (315) 
446-3910 x 137.  
 

POLICE 
 

New Technology  
In 2019 the Town of DeWitt Police Department 
purchased a FARO 3D scanner to further the 
department’s investigations into serious 
physical injury motor vehicle accidents, death 
investigations, and various other criminal 
investigations. The FARO scanner was 
purchased through the NYS STOP-DWI grant, 
which not only assisted in providing the funds 
needed to purchase the instrument, but also 
provided the initial, and ongoing, training in 
regards to the instrument’s operation. 
Since its’ initial purchase the FARO scanner 
has been used to assist in the investigation of 
many different crime scenes and several 
different Motor Vehicle accidents.  
 

The FARO scanner is capable of scanning an 
area, and collecting millions of points that can 
be later put together to show a true and 
accurate depiction of the area. From this, one 
can zoom in and out, walk through the scene at 
a later time, get accurate measurements, and 
obtain pertinent information such as rise, slope 
and grade. This can be accomplished in a 
matter of minutes compared to hours with 
previous technology.   
 
The value of the FARO scanner is significant, 
and due to this, the Manlius Police Department 
and the Town of DeWitt Police Department 
entered into a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) to assist both agencies in their 
investigations. This MOU allows members 
from each agency to assist the other agency in 
extended or in-depth investigation in which the 
FARO scanner is used. Furthermore, this helps 
each agency lesson their financial burden for 
both the upkeep of the instrument, training, and 
use of the instrument.  
 
How to Protect your Loved Ones from Scams! 
Billions of dollars are lost to financial scams 
every year, and seniors are particularly at risk. 
One widely cited study found that older 
Americans lose $36 billion a year to elder 
financial abuse — this includes exploitation, 
fraud and trust abuse. 
 
Keep the conversations calm and start with 
these basic steps:  

 Keep in close communication with older 
family members and loved ones, 
especially if they have recently lost a 
partner to death or divorce. Isolation 
and loneliness make seniors more 
vulnerable to scammers. 

 Scam victims often feel embarrassed 
about their actions. If someone admits 
they’ve been scammed, try to be 
nonjudgmental and empathetic. 

 Discuss scams you’ve heard about. If 
someone you speak with is targeted, 
they can be prepared. 

http://www.townofdewitt.com/departments/planning___zoning/planning___sustainability/index.php
http://www.townofdewitt.com/departments/planning___zoning/planning___sustainability/index.php
mailto:nkoval@townofdewitt.com


24 

 If someone calls or emails with an 
urgent request — a grandchild is in 
trouble or a prize needs to be claimed 
immediately — pause and tell them you 
need time to consider it. 

 Don’t send or wire money to anyone you 
don’t know personally. Google Play, 
iTunes or Amazon gift cards are often 
used by scammers for fraudulent 
transactions. 

 Once one scammer has contact details 
for a potential victim, the information is 
shared and more fraudsters will try to 
make contact. If your loved one is 
constantly getting phone calls at all 
hours of the day, it may be a sign they 
are being targeted. If scammers have a 
phone number or email address, 
consider changing both. You can also 
sign up for the National Do Not Call 
Registry and block any unfamiliar 
numbers 

 If a loved one has suffered a financial 
loss, file a police report. This report may 
help the victim recoup any monetary 
losses.  

 
From the DeWitt Police Commission 
The DeWitt Police Commission Implicit Bias 
Subcommittee is seeking a diverse group of 
community volunteers to participate in the 
Town of DeWitt Police Implicit Bias Training 
Program search. In an effort to increase our 
community-police relationship, the 
subcommittee seeks to bring in community 
members to help define, research, and select 
our next Implicit Bias training program to 
recommend to Chief Bilodeau.   
 
Preferred community members will have the 
following:  

 
1. DeWitt resident, preferred; 
2. Experience with Implicit Bias training 

with or without a law enforcement 
background; 

3. An interest and desire to help inform 
law enforcement /Community 
development  

4. Ability to meet twice a month plus 
time for additional research. 

 
To ensure project efficiency, the number of 
participants will be limited to 8.  
Please submit your credentials to Kerin Rigney 
at kerin.rigney@gmail.com by April 30th, 2021. 

 

TOWN BOARD  
Members 
Edward Michalenko, Supervisor 
Joe Chiarenza 
Karen Docter 
Jack Dooling 
Kerry Mannion 
Kerin Rigney 
Sam Young 
 
Meetings 
The DeWitt Town Board meets the second and 
fourth Mondays of each month via Zoom. Visit 
www.townofdewitt.com for more information. 
 

TOWN CLERK & TAX 
 
Notes from Angela Epolito, Town Clerk: 
Welcome Spring! With the sun finally shining, I 
am hopeful Town Hall will be open to the public 
again soon! This past year our Town Clerk and 
Tax offices have conducted the majority of our 
business through the mail and drop box.* 
Currently, marriage licenses, passports and 
notary public services are the only services that 
need to be conducted in-person. If you need 
one of those services, please call our office for 
an appointment at (315) 446-3910 x 2.  
 
Some residents have expressed concern about 
using the Drop Box. Please rest assured the 
Drop Box is locked, secure, and checked 
numerous times throughout the day by 
authorized Town staff. There is also a box with 
empty envelopes attached to the front of the 
Drop Box in case you need one.  

mailto:kerin.rigney@gmail.com
http://www.townofdewitt.com/
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While we hope to go back to in-person 
business soon, we will continue to utilize the 
Drop Box.  

*(The Drop Box is located to the left of the 
front door at Town Hall.) 

Great news – the Town launched its new 
website! Check out our fresh new look! New 
features include email or cell phone alerts, 
online dog renewal payments, electronic 
submittal of FOILS, and more. Please contact 
us if you have any comments, questions or 
suggestions. 

Have a nice summer! 
Angela Epolito 

As of March 2021, the Town Board is still 
holding meetings via Zoom.  
If you would like to attend, log in information 
can be found on the bottom of the town 
website homepage under “Meetings, Events & 
Deadlines” calendar event on the front page at 
www.townofdewitt.com or on the Town Board 
page at 
www.townofdewitt.com/government/dewitt_to
wn_board/index.php.  

Board Meetings, Agendas & Minutes 
Town Board, Planning Board, Zoning Board of 
Appeals, and Police Commission agendas and 
minutes can be found on the Town of DeWitt 
website at: 
https://ecode360.com/documents/pub/DE033
7/Agendas/? 

Parking Permits for People with Severe 
Disabilities 
Parking permits or hang tags are issued to 
Town residents who meet the New York State 
requirements. Application forms are available 
at the Town Clerk’s office, can be mailed to the 
applicant, or found online at 
https://dmv.ny.gov/forms/mv6641.pdf. 

Please note: A new application form signed by 
a medical provider needs to be filled out each 

time a hang tag is issued or re-issued. 
Applicants must show their driver’s license or 
non-driver’s license ID if they have one. 

Dog Control Complaints 
SPCA: (315) 454-0928 
Emergency or After Hours: 911 

Dog Licenses  
Dog Licenses are required for all dogs over the 
age of four months and can be obtained 
through the Town Clerk’s office.  

Online Renewal is now available. For more 
information, please visit our website at: 
www.townofdewitt.com/departments/town_cl
erk/dog_control.php  

Rabies Clinics 
The Onondaga County Health Department 
typically holds monthly Rabies Shot Clinics 
however, due to COVID-19, safe and socially 
distanced drive-thru clinics are being planned 
in place of their monthly clinic schedule. For 
more information, you can contact them at 
(315) 435-3165, visit their website 
http://www.ongov.net/health/env/rabies.html 
or Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/ongovhealth.  

DeWitt Ordinances Concerning Dogs 
Leash Law: A dog is required to be on a leash 
“…and accompanied by and in full control of 
the owner or other responsible person” when 
the dog is off of its owner’s property. Dogs 
must be leashed in all Town of DeWitt parks. 

Pooper Scooper Law: States that owners are 
responsible for preventing their dogs from 
defecating on the property of others. Owners 
must properly remove and dispose of any 
feces left by the dog. 

Barking Dogs: DeWitt’s noise ordinance states 
that “…a noise disturbance from a barking dog 
shall be defined as that created by a dog 
barking continually for ten (10) minutes or 
intermittently for thirty (30) minutes unless 
provoked.” 

http://www.townofdewitt.com/
http://www.townofdewitt.com/government/dewitt_town_board/index.php
http://www.townofdewitt.com/government/dewitt_town_board/index.php
https://ecode360.com/documents/pub/DE0337/Agendas/
https://ecode360.com/documents/pub/DE0337/Agendas/
https://dmv.ny.gov/forms/mv6641.pdf
http://www.townofdewitt.com/departments/town_clerk/dog_control.php
http://www.townofdewitt.com/departments/town_clerk/dog_control.php
http://www.ongov.net/health/env/rabies.html
https://www.facebook.com/ongovhealth
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Carrier Park is…more than you think! 

What’s planned? Willis Carrier Park is a $12.5 million state-of-the-art, all inclusive, multi-

sport facility for children and adults, including those with special needs. When finished, the 
park will be one of the first fully integrated, fully handicap accessible outdoor complexes in 
the CNY region. Conveniently located in the northern corridor of DeWitt right off the NYS 
Thruway at Exit 35, and next to the Carrier campus off Thompson Road and Kinne Street, the 
park sits on 20+ acres of land generously donated to the Town of DeWitt by Carrier 
Corporation. 

The original design of the park includes up to 9 championship tournament quality fields, 
including 2 dynamically designed super turf fields which can be utilized for baseball, softball, 
lacrosse, soccer, football, field hockey and special events. An ADA compliant, refurbished 
pavilion and a walking trail are also planned, as well as additional parking. 

What’s completed? May 2016 marked the official unveiling of Phase 1 of Carrier Park 

with 2 completed playing fields, a beautiful state-of-the-art entry plaza and gateway 
building, walkways, concession and concession patios, extensive parking, and utility 
infrastructure.  

Phase 2 of construction was completed in the Fall of 2020 and includes turf infields, an all-
inclusive, cutting edge playground – the only one of its kind in Central New York - and three 
specially designed basketball courts, funded in part by the Jim and Juli Boeheim Foundation, 
with adjustable backboards and rims so that players of all ages and abilities, including those 
with special needs, can play basketball. 
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Carrier Park is also the home of the Syracuse Challenger Baseball program, the local division 
of Little League for children and young adults with physical and developmental disabilities. 
The special needs children of Syracuse Challenger Baseball represent one of the largest 
single districts of the Challenger Baseball program in the United States. 

Who’s involved? The Town of DeWitt has worked closely in partnership with the Friends 

of DeWitt Parks and Recreation, Inc. and Syracuse Challenger Baseball Inc. to develop 
Carrier Park. Both of these organizations have been integral in soliciting and securing 
contributions from foundations, corporations, local businesses, individuals, and families. 
The Town of Dewitt has also been successful in obtaining multiple grants from state and 
local agencies to support various components of the project. 

For more information about Carrier Park, please email: supervisor@townofdewitt.com 
or call (315) 446-3910 x 5. 

For information about renting the fields at Carrier Park, please contact the Recreation 
Department at (315) 446-3910 x 9 or email carrierpark@townofdewitt.com.  

mailto:supervisor@townofdewitt.com
mailto:carrierpark@townofdewitt.com
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Why is Carrier Park important to you? Your family? CNY businesses? 

Carrier Park is a positive, proactive community project that’s also providing economic growth 
opportunities for Town of DeWitt residents and businesses, while also enhancing the quality of 
life and economic growth of Onondaga County and the broader community. Here’s how: 

Carrier Park is an award-winning, state-
of-the-art, multi-sport outdoor 
recreational facility for adults and 
children from all across the Central New 
York region. 

Carrier Park also provides a “Field of 
Dreams” for special needs children, young 
adults and their families through the 
Syracuse Challenger Baseball Program. 

The park was made possible by the 
extraordinarily generous donation of 20+ 
acres of land by Carrier Corporation and is 
located next to their Thompson Road 
campus. 

The park supports DeWitt’s tax 
base; Carrier Park helps to keep 
our 28 hotels occupied; those busy 
hotels pay $4 million in property 
taxes each year. 

That $4 million in property tax dollars 
from DeWitt hotels provides 
approximately $2 million to local 
schools: $1.5 million to Onondaga 
County, with just $500,000 to the Town 
of DeWitt. 

A strong tax base strengthens the value 
of our homes and makes DeWitt a highly 
desirable community for home buyers, 
businesses, and corporations. 

Of the $7 million Onondaga County 
collects in room occupancy taxes (ROT) 
for the entire county, Town of DeWitt 
hotels contribute 30%+! 

That means the town of DeWitt pays a 
third of the total room occupancy 
taxes for the entire county; our hotel 
tax dollars support not only DeWitt, 
but Onondaga County and the CNY 
region, too. 

Carrier Park draws tournaments from all 
over CNY and is projected to provide 
local businesses an additional $2.5 
million in economic activity. 

Carrier Park provides DeWitt residents, 
and the greater CNY community, a 
state-of-the-art park and recreation 
facility for adults and children, including 
those with special needs; the park has 
the potential to strengthen DeWitt’s tax 
base for many years to come. 

Over the past 15+ years our tax base 
has lost more than $100 million in 
assessed value due to the dramatic 
reduction of manufacturing jobs and 
thus, the exodus of many large 
manufacturing companies. DeWitt’s 28 
hotels are helping to compensate for 
that shortfall; Carrier Park tournaments 
and special events can help keep those 
hotels busy. 
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All this and we’ve just gotten started. Plus, Carrier Park was recently named the host site for 
the 2021-2023 National Junior College Athletic Association Women’s Softball Championship 
Tournament!  As more of the park is completed, more opportunities for robust economic 
growth and development are possible. Carrier Park is a positive, powerful, productive, 
progressive partnership – government, taxpayers, business, and the special needs community 
– that’s serving the economic growth and quality of life of the residents of the Town of DeWitt,
as well as families and businesses all across CNY. 

For more information, please go to: http://carrierpark.org/story/ 

For more information about Carrier Park, please email: 
supervisor@townofdewitt.com    or call (315) 446-3910 x 5. 

For information about tournaments & renting the fields at Carrier Park, please 
contact the Recreation Department at (315) 446-3910 x 9 or email 
carrierpark@townofdewitt.com.  

Follow us on Facebook for updates and information on upcoming events! 
https://www.facebook.com/carrierparkdewitt  

http://carrierpark.org/story/
mailto:supervisor@townofdewitt.com
mailto:carrierpark@townofdewitt.com
https://www.facebook.com/carrierparkdewitt
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While building a thriving community for town of DeWitt residents has been a driving force for 

the development of Carrier Park, what lay at the heart of the project is the Syracuse Challenger 

Baseball program. 

Challenger Baseball is a Little League division that provides children with physical and 

developmental disabilities the opportunity to do something we all take for granted…play 

baseball. The special needs children of Syracuse Challenger Baseball represent one of the 

largest single districts of the Challenger Baseball program in the United States. Until 2016 

however, those kids and their families did not have a “home” for their extraordinary 

program. 

In 2008, through a relationship dating back to their childhood, Town of DeWitt 

Supervisor Ed Michalenko and Syracuse Challenger Executive Director Dom Cambareri 

came together and the dream of a home for the Syracuse Challenger Baseball program 

was born. 

The “Field of Dreams” at Carrier Park fulfills the vision to provide the Challenger program a 

permanent home. Carrier Park is one of the first fully integrated, fully handicap accessible 

multi-sport, outdoor recreational complexes in the Central New York Region. It’s an 

extraordinary place where children and adults of all ages and abilities can play together. 

Key to making the dream of Carrier Park a reality has been partnership…the Town of DeWitt, 

Carrier Corporation, and Syracuse Challenger Baseball coming together to “build community.” 
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How can you become a part of building community at Carrier Park? 

Your business, family, or corporation 
can make a tax deductible donation. 

You can sponsor/purchase everything 
from benches and bleachers, to turf 
fields and scoreboards. 

In memorium gifts – or simply 
sponsoring an area of the park in your 
family or business name – are a 
permanent way to honor a family, family 
member, or business. Plus, your 
investment is also providing limitless 
fun, learning, and growth for young 
people – and grown-ups - including 
those with special needs. 

Carrier Park can host your 
neighborhood, school, boy/girl scout 
troop, church, or service organization 
for a fun – or fundraising - event: a 
marathon, walkathon, dance-a-thon, 
fitness camp, carnival, health fair, an 
old-fashioned neighborhood group or 
family fun picnic, sports tournament,  
cook-off,  yoga training, casino  

night, bbq…or kickball, softball or corn hole 
tournament! Whatever you can imagine! 
(Tent rentals are available.) 

Host your neighborhood, business or 
corporate party, picnic, or sports event 
at the park. How about a fun rehearsal 
dinner or wedding venue? What about a 
bachelor, birthday, or anniversary 
party? 

For more information, please contact 
the Recreation Department at (315) 
446-3910 x 9 or email 
carrierpark@townofdewitt.com 

Did you know? East Syracuse 
Recycling on E. Manlius St., next 
to the Thrifty Shopper just over 
the bridge in the Village of East 
Syracuse, will accept your 
returnables and donate the 
proceeds to Carrier Park, home of 
Syracuse Challenger Baseball! Just 
ask for Acct. #22. 

mailto:carrierpark@townofdewitt.com
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Carrier Park Sponsorship Program 
Help us build community now! 

Multi-Sport Turf Field $250,000 

Observation Pavilion  $150,000 

All-inclusive Playground $125,000 

Grass Baseball Field $100,000 

90’ Turf Diamond $75,000 

50-70’ Turf Diamond $50,000 

Meeting Pavilion $50,000 

Score Board $35,000 each 

Concession Stand $35,000 

Entrance Message Board $25,000 

Concession Food Patio $10,000 each 

Batting Cages $5,000 each 

Dugouts $5,000 each 

Bleachers $4,000 each 

Walkway Fence Banner $2,000 each (2-year sponsorship) 

Outfield Fence Banner $2,000 each (2-year sponsorship) 

Backstop Banner $1,500 each (2-year sponsorship) 

Benches $1000 each 

For more information about sponsorship opportunities for you, your family, business or 
corporation, contact us: supervisor@townofdewitt.com or 315.446.3910, ext. #5. 

mailto:supervisor@townofdewitt.com
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How can I register for programs, classes and events? 

Online Registration 
Online registration is available for most programs, classes and events. Sign 
in to your RecDesk account at townofdewitt.recdesk.com and click on the 
“Programs” tab for a complete list of available programs, classes and 
events. Once you have added your items to your cart, you can check out 
using a credit card. Accepted cards include Visa, Master Card, and Discover. 
Please note that there is a 3.09% service charge applied to all credit and 
debit card transactions.  

Mail-In Registration 
Mail-In Registration is available for most programs, classes and events. 
Complete the Mail-In General Registration Form that can be found at 
https://townofdewitt.recdesk.com/Community/Page?pageId=15994. Be 
sure to include an email address on the form if you wish to receive a receipt. 
Send the completed form with check made out to Town of DeWitt to: 

Recreation Department 
5400 Butternut Drive 

East Syracuse, NY 13057 

In Person Registration  
In person registration is available for some programs, classes and events at 
the Recreation Office in the DeWitt Town Hall by appointment only. Office 
hours are Monday – Friday, 8:00am – 4:30pm, excluding holidays. Call the 
Recreation Office at (315) 446-3910 x 9 to set up an appointment. 

NOTICE: For the health and safety of our customers, we recommend doing 
business online, over the phone or through the mail/Town Hall drop box 
whenever possible. 

Before You Register 
All registrations including online, mail, and in person, require a RecDesk account. Setting up your 
RecDesk account is quick and easy. Visit townofdewitt.recdesk.com on your computer or mobile 
device and click “Create Account” to get started. If you don’t have access to the internet, we can 
set up your account for you in person or over the phone.  

https://townofdewitt.recdesk.com/Community/Page?pageId=15974
https://townofdewitt.recdesk.com/Community/Page?pageId=15994
https://townofdewitt.recdesk.com/Community/Page?pageId=15974
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RECREATION 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

NEIGHBORHOOD BEAUTIFICATION EVENT 
Featuring: Ryder Park Butterfly Garden 
Saturday, May 15 
9:00am – 12:00pm 

On Saturday, May 15 the Recreation 
Department is looking for volunteers to help 
restore the Butterfly Garden and surrounding 
areas at Ryder Park. If you are interested in 
getting involved, contact the Recreation Office 
at recreation@townofdewitt.com or (315) 446-
3910 x 9.  

We also invite all residents to head out on May 
15th and do some beautification work in their 
own neighborhoods! Anything from yard work 
to trash pick-up to planting your own butterfly 
or rain garden can make a difference. The 
Recreation Department will have helpful 
resources available including planting tips, lists 
of native plants, tree care materials and more! 
Information will be available online at 
www.townofdewitt.com. 

26th ANNUAL CONCERTS IN THE PARK 
Thursdays, July 1 – August 5 
6:30 – 8:30pm 
Ryder Park 

Join us for our 26th annual free summer 
concert series at Ryder Park! Concessions will 
be available from Bob Barker’s Hot Dogs. See 
the schedule below. 

 July 1: Nick Mulpagano – Legends of
Music Impersonation Show

 July 8: Tom Glibo & The Blue Suedes –
All Elvis Review Show

 July 15: The Strangers – 60’s & 70’s

 July 22: Stroke – Rhythm & Blues

 July 29: Matt Chase & Thunder Canyon
Band – Country Classics

 August 5: Joe Whiting Band – Rock &
Roll, Rhythm & Soul

All COVID-19 safety protocols in place at the 
time of the concerts will be observed. More 
information will be available closer to the 
concert dates. 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

The Town of DeWitt Recreation Department is 
looking for creative, self-motivated employees 
to staff our summer camp programs. 
Application packets are available online at 
www.townofdewitt.com/departments/recreati
on/employment_opportunities.php  

To apply for a summer job, submit your 
completed application packet to the Recreation 
Office then contact us at (315) 446-3910 x 9 to 
schedule an interview. Interviews will be held 
April – May. 

A MESSAGE REGARDING 
SUMMER PROGRAMS 

Thank you to all of our residents for your 
continued understanding and patience as we 
developed plans for 2021 summer programs. 
Our goal, as always, is to offer fun, safe 
programming for our area youth.  

In an effort to follow guidelines from the 
County, State and CDC; our summer programs 
will have some changes this year to support 
the health and safety of campers, counselors 
and the community. We will continue to 
monitor guidelines as summer approaches and 
make any appropriate adjustments that allow 
us to safely accommodate as many campers 
as possible. 

mailto:recreation@townofdewitt.com
http://www.townofdewitt.com/
http://www.townofdewitt.com/departments/recreation/employment_opportunities.php
http://www.townofdewitt.com/departments/recreation/employment_opportunities.php
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It is our hope that these changes are temporary 
for 2021 and we plan on resuming 
programming in full in 2022 and beyond. 

If you have any questions regarding summer 
programs, please contact the Recreation Office 
by phone at (315) 446-3910 x 9 or by email at 
recreation@townofdewitt.com.  

We appreciate your understanding and support 
as we try our best to make this an enjoyable 
and safe summer for our campers and their 
families.  

SUMMER DAY CAMP 
For children who have completed grades K-5. 

Space is limited. 

One of the longest running programs in DeWitt, 
our six-week camp offers an assortment of 
awesome activities for campers, supervised by 
creative and caring staff members who are 
trained to meet Health Department standards. 
Campers will enjoy a wide variety of crafts, 
sports, games, drama activities, nature 
projects, and field trips. Please note: busing 
will not be available to and from camp this 
year. 

Dates: Tuesday, July 6 – Friday, August 13 
Times: 9:30am – 3:00pm 
Location: Tecumseh Elementary School 
Fee: $475 J-D/ESM Residents 
Fee includes 6 weeks of camp and all field 
trips. 

Camp Extended Hours (CEH) 
Held in conjunction with Day Camp, this 
program provides additional supervision and 
activities for campers. CEH is held from 7:30 – 
9:30am (before camp) and from 3:00 – 5:15pm 
(after camp). You may register for either or 
both sessions. 

Dates: Tuesday, July 6 – Friday, August 13 
Times: 7:30 – 9:30am/3:00 – 5:15pm  
Location: Tecumseh Elementary School 
Fee: $150 Single Session J-D/ESM Residents 

$300 Both Sessions J-D/ESM Residents 

CARRIER CAMPS (NEW!) 
For children who have completed grades 4-8. 

Space is limited. 

New this year we will offer 6, one week camps 
at Carrier Park that focus on a different activity 
each week. During the week, campers will 
participate in fun activities to improve their 
skills and learn more about each week’s theme. 
A morning and afternoon session will be 
offered each week. Sign up for one or both.  

Dates: Tuesday, July 6 – Friday, August 13 
AM Session: 9:00am – 12:00pm 
PM Session: 12:30 – 3:30pm 
Location: Carrier Park 
Fees for J-D/ESM Residents: 

 Single Session (AM or PM) - $100/week

 Both Sessions (AM & PM) - $175/week

 Both Sessions (AM & PM) for all 6
weeks - $150/week

Week 1 (7/6-7/9): Baseball Week 
Week 2 (7/12-7/16): Basketball Week 
Week 3 (7/19-7/23): Art Week 
Week 4 (7/26-7/30): Soccer Week 
Week 5 (8/2-8/6): Football Week 
Week 6 (8/9-8/13): Olympic Week 

REGISTRATION INFORMATION 
Registration information for Day Camp and 
Carrier Camps will be posted online at 
www.townofdewitt.com and on Facebook 
when it becomes available. 

mailto:recreation@townofdewitt.com
http://www.townofdewitt.com/
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MINI CAMP 
For children who have completed grades K-5. 

Space is limited. 

Registration for Town of DeWitt Residents 
begins Tuesday, June 29th  
Nature explorations, fishing, arts and crafts 
and field trips are among the activities at 
Galster Pavilion in Ryder Park.. A maximum of 
40 children per week. This program runs for 
two, one-week segments, August 16 – 20 and 
23 – 27 from 8:00am – 5:00pm. Pick one or 
both weeks. Non-residents may start 
registering July 27th on a space-available basis. 
An activity sheet for the two weeks will be 
given at the time of registration. 

Fee: $200/week Residents 
$250/week All others 

CARRIER PARK PROGRAMS, 
LEAGUES & TOURNAMENTS 

Registration for all Carrier Park programs, 
leagues and tournaments will open on Monday, 
May 3 at 8:00am. Registration can be done 
online at townofdewitt.recdesk.com, by mail or 
through the Town Hall drop box. For more 
information contact the Recreation Office at 
recreation@townofdewitt.com or (315) 446-
3910 x 9. 

BASEBALL & SOFTBALL 
For more information about baseball and 
softball tournaments please visit our website 
www.carrierpark.org. 

6/12-13: 16U Kickoff Classic 
6/19-20: 18U Father’s Day Faceoff 
6/26-27: 10U/12U Field of Dreams Frenzy 
7/3-4: 14U/16U Independence Play Tourney 
7/16-18: 18U NYS Fastpitch Championships 
7/24-25: 9U/10U DeWitt Diamond Duel 
7/30-8/1: 16U NYS Fastpitch Championships 
8/14-15: 12U/14U Carrier Classic 
8/21-22: 10/11U Syracuse Spectacular 
8/28-29: 10U/12U Diamond Dazzler 

BASKETBALL 

18+ League 
The Town of DeWitt will be hosting a 5 on 5 
basketball league for adults 18 and older. The 
season will be June 11 – August 27 with 10 
regular season and 2 playoff weeks. Game 
times will range from 6:00pm, 7:00pm, and 
8:00pm. All games will be played at our brand 
new outdoor facility Carrier Park. Each team 
must have a minimum of 5 players and a 
maximum of 10 players per team. 

Registration Fee: $350/Team 
Referee Fee:  $50/Week 

40+ 5-on-5 League 
We hope you will join us for our 40 and over 
basketball league at Carrier Park this summer! 
The season will be 10 weeks; 8 regular season 
and 2 playoff. League will be on Tuesday 
nights from June 15 – August 17 with games 
starting at 6:00pm.  

Registration Fee: $325/Team 
Referee Fee:  $50/Week 

3-on-3 Tournament 
The Town of DeWitt will be hosting our first 3-
on-3 basketball tournaments on July 17th and 
July 18th at Carrier Park. Divisions include 11-
12, 13-14, 15-17, Men’s 18+, Women’s 18+, 40+, 
and corporate. This tournament will be double 
elimination with a guarantee of 3 games 
played. You may register up to 5 players per 
team.  

Fee: $120/Team 

“Ball in the Fall” Clinic 
The Town of DeWitt will be hosting a fall 
basketball Clinic for High School students 9th -
12th grade preparing to play for their high 
school, CYO, or AAU teams this season! This is 
a 7 week program on Saturday mornings 
September 11 – October 16 from 10am-12pm. 
The location of the clinic will be at our outdoor 
facility Carrier Park. This program will have 
individual, partner, and group workouts. This 

https://townofdewitt.recdesk.com/Community/Page?pageId=15974
mailto:recreation@townofdewitt.com
http://www.carrierpark.org/
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clinic will be intense, and is designed for 
players to work hard and meet their maximum 
potential. The instructors are all past College 
basketball players, who are ambitious to assist 
the next generation of basketball players! 

Fee: $175 Residents 
$180 All others 

CORNHOLE 

18+ League 
The Town of DeWitt will be hosting our first 
Cornhole League in 2021! The league will be on 
Thursday Nights at Carrier Park from June10 – 
August 12. Open to participants 18 years of 
age or older with 2 people per team. Each week 
teams will play a “best of 3” match with games 
to 21. 

Fee: $100/Team 

Parent/Child League 
Our parent/child cornhole league will be held 
on Wednesday nights from 5:30-7:00pm. 
Parents, grandparents, or guardians are all 
eligible to register with their child. Teams will 
play “best of 3” matches each week leading up 
to two weeks of playoffs. 

Fee: $100/Team 

Cornhole Tournament 
We will be hosting our first Cornhole 
Tournament at Carrier Park on Saturday, July 
17! Tournament age divisions include 12-14, 
15-17, 18+ and 40+. This will be a one day, 
double elimination tournament with prizes 
awarded to the winners each division. The 
Town will have bags available, but participants 
may bring their own bags. 

Fee: $60/Team 

YOUTH PROGRAMS 

AM RECREATION  
AM Recreation provides a before-school 
program for children attending Moses DeWitt, 
Jamesville Elementary and Tecumseh. Held at 
Moses DeWitt, AM Recreation is open from 
7:30am until the time school starts. Activities 
include games, crafts and special events. All 
participants must be pre-registered. Space is 
limited. See registration information below. 

Registration Fee: $10/child (non-refundable) 
Program Fee: $30 per week 

PM RECREATION 
PM Recreation is a drop-in program that is held 
at Tecumseh Elementary from 3:00 – 5:15pm 
for children in grades K-6 attending Tecumseh, 
Moses DeWitt, Jamesville Elementary, and J-D 
Middle School. Activities include crafts, games, 
outside play, and special events. All 
participants must be pre-registered. Space is 
limited. See registration information below. 

Registration Fee: $10/child (non-refundable) 
Program Fee:  $50 per week  

AM Recreation and PM Recreation are NOT 
OPEN during school holidays, conference days, 
snow days, emergency closings, or school 
recesses. AM Recreation is not open when 
school opening is delayed. PM Recreation is 
not open on half days or when after school 
activities are cancelled.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Registration for AM Recreation and PM 
Recreation programs can be done either 
online or in person at the Recreation Office. 
Registration will begin on Tuesday, August 
3rd at 8:00am online and in person.   

Online Registration is highly recommended. 
If you are registering online, please set up a 
RecDesk account ahead of time. If you have 
a RecDesk account, be sure that your log in 
information is up to date. Contact the 
Recreation Office at (315) 446-3910 x 9 for 
help setting up or resetting your password.  
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FINE ART, FUN DRAWING and PAINTING FOR 
KIDS (Ages 5-12) 
Calling all artists! Join Michaeline Gleasman 
for a week of fine art fun! Young artists explore 
a variety of media, including painting on easels 
with acrylic paint, water colors, tempera paint, 
chalk and oil pastel, and charcoal. Exciting 
projects such as sea creatures, animal life, 
nature studies and self-expression will be used 
throughout the week. Color mixing, brush and 
drawing techniques and mixed media will be 
taught. Each day, participants will create two 
brand-new drawings and paintings that will be 
mounted to bring home. All supplies included. 
Held Monday - Friday, August 23-27 from 
10:00am - 12:00 Noon at the DeWitt Town Hall 
Activity Room. Bring a smock. 

Fee: $150 Residents 
$155 All others 

FISHING CLUB (Ages 10–16) 
Come get hooked on fishing with the recreation 
department at Ryder Park this fall! This 
program will be on Tuesday nights, September 
7th to October 19th from 5:00pm-6:30pm. 
Participants must bring their own fishing poles 
and tackle as the Town has a limited supply. 
To register, please visit 
townofdewitt.recdesk.com or call the 
recreation office at (315) 446-3910 x 9. 

Fee: $35 Residents 
$40 All others 

JUNIOR GOLF AT FOUR SEASONS (Ages 8+) 
Learn the game of golf at Four Seasons twice 
weekly. Session I: Mondays and Wednesdays, 
June 28 – July 19 at 9am or 10am. Session II: 
Mondays and Wednesdays, July 26 – August 
16 at 9am or 10am. The 8th and final lesson will 
be a round of golf at Lyndon Golf Course (clubs 
required). Balls and clubs will be provided at 
Four Seasons only. 

Fee: $120 Residents per session 
$125 All others 

PEN PAL PROGRAM 
Are you ready to make a new friend and 
brighten someone’s day? Local seniors are 
eager to hear from you!  

This free program provides an opportunity for 
young people to connect with seniors in our 
community and work on writing and 
communication skills.  

Visit townofdewitt.recdesk.com or call (315) 
446-3910 x 9 to sign up. Once we match you 
with a pen pal, you will receive their name and 
a list of their interests. Return your completed 
letter to the Recreation Office and we will send 
it your pen pal. All mail goes through our 
department; no addresses will be shared. 

SATURDAY SOCCER 
This structured program, held at Maxwell Park 
in East Syracuse, will implement the 
fundamentals of soccer, along with scheduled 
playing time. The program is for JD/ESM 
Residents ONLY, in grades K-5 in the fall of 
2021. Held Saturdays, September 11 – October 
16 from 9:00-10:30am. VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
We need adults who can act as coaches and 
assistants. If you like working with children or 
if you know someone who does, please call. 
The success of this program depends on 
volunteers. 

Fee:  $40 (includes T-shirt) 

https://townofdewitt.recdesk.com/Community/Page?pageId=15974
https://townofdewitt.recdesk.com/Community/Page?pageId=15974
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ADULT PROGRAMS 

FITNESS 

IMPORTANT NOTE: When registering for 
online fitness classes please be sure to provide 
your email address. Your class links will be 
emailed via Zoom. Each person participating 
must register separately even if they are using 
the same email and device. If you have any 
questions or concerns, please contact Tammy 
at (315) 436-3488.  

Live – Online Morning Power Burn with 
Tammy (Spring) 
Torch some serious calories in this 40 minute 
LIVE class which mixes intense cardio and 
resistance training. Workouts continually 
change to prevent you from hitting a plateau. 
Modifications are always provided. Equipment 
suggested but not necessary: 2 sets of 
dumbbells, 1 heavier and lighter, Yoga mat and 
resistance band loops. Held Wednesdays and 
Fridays, May 14 - June 25 from 10:15-10:55am. 

Fee: $54 Wednesdays Residents 
$59 All others 
$54 Fridays Residents 
$59 All others 
$98 Wed/Fri Residents 
$103 All others 

Live – Online Morning Power Burn with 
Tammy (Summer) 
Held Wednesdays and Fridays, June 30 - 
August 20 from 10:15-10:55am. 

Fee: $62 Wednesdays Residents 
$67 All others 
$62 Fridays Residents 
$67 All others 
$114 Wed/Fri Residents 
$119 All others 

Live – Online T-N-T (Tight-n-Tone) (Spring)  
T-N-T can help you get your body in the best 
shape ever! We will concentrate on the thighs, 
hips, stomach and buttocks by using the most 
effective movements and we will also target 
the upper body arms, chest and back using 
hand-held weights. Every fitness level is 
welcome and there will be no complicated 
movements or choreography to worry about. 
Please bring an exercise mat and a set of 
hand-held weights (5-10lbs). Held Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, May 11 – June 24 from 6:00-
6:40pm.  

Fee: $54 Tuesdays Residents 
$59 All others  
$54Thursdays Residents 
$59 All others 
$98 Tues/Thurs Residents 
$103 All others 

Live – Online T-N-T (Tight-n-Tone) (Summer) 
Held Tuesdays, June 29 - August 17 from 6:00-
6:40pm. 

Fee: $62 Residents 
$67 All others 

Live – Online Yoga-Lates (Spring) 
Whether you’re experienced at yoga or pilates 
or have always wanted to try one or the other, 
this is your opportunity to experience yoga-
lates. Pilates trains your core muscles 
(abdominal and back) and stretches your 
spine, while yoga improves flexibility, balance 
and breathing. By fusing these two techniques 
together you have a challenging workout that is 
adaptable to all levels of abilities. Held 
Mondays, May 10 – June 21 (not 5/31) from 
6:00-7:00pm. 

Fee: $53 Residents 
$58 All others 

Live – Online Yoga-Lates (Summer) 
Held Mondays, June 28 - August 16 from 6:00-
7:00pm. 

Fee: 70 Residents 
$75 All others 
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DRIVING 

Defensive Driving Class 
(Point and Insurance Reduction Program) 
Branch's Driving School is pleased to offer this 
6 hour Defensive Driving Class which is 
approved by the NYS Department of Motor 
Vehicles and is sponsored by the Empire 
Safety Council. Be part of a program that sets 
the standard for accident prevention and 
vehicle safety in New York State. No formal 
testing is required, everyone passes. 
Participants receive these benefits: Insurance 
premium reduction of 10% for three years 
(base rate of liability, no-fault and collision 
premiums) *Principal operator* and up to a 4-
point reduction with NYS DMV. This class is for 
drivers of all ages! Two sessions will be 
offered: Tuesday, June 15 from 9:00am-
3:00pm OR Tuesday, August 17 from 9:00am-
3:000pm at the DeWitt Town Hall Activity 
Room. 

Fee: $50 Residents 
$55 All others 

GOLF 

Four Seasons Spring Golf (Ages 14+) 
Enjoy five weeks of one-hour golf lessons 
covering all aspects of the game. Fee includes 
balls and clubs. Held Wednesdays at 5:30pm 
OR 6:30pm. Two sessions will be offered. 
Spring Session: April 28 – May 26. Summer 
Session: June 30 – July 28.  

Fee: $105 per session Residents 
$110 All others 

SENIOR PROGRAMS 

BOWLING 
Meets Wednesdays  
September 8, 2021 - April 12, 2022 
Village Lanes (201 E. Manlius St, East 
Syracuse).  

Come join the fun, laughs, exercise and, of 
course, bowling! Sign up any Wednesday. A 
holiday party will be held in December and a 
banquet will be held at the end of the season. 

For more information contact the Recreation 
Office or Kathy Santangelo, at (315) 446-6335. 

Bowling Schedule 
9:00 am – Coffee/Donuts ($1 donation) 
9:20 am – Practice 
9:30 am – Bowling 

Fee: $8 (includes 3 games) 

LIGHT WEIGHT TRAINING 
Light weight training is for adults 50 and older. 
This class will offer techniques and step-by-
step training from a fitness professional. The 
class begins with a standing warmup. After the 
warmup there are light weight exercises 
standing and sitting. These are designed to 
help strengthen muscles. The class ends with 
a full body stretch. Each participant must 
provide his/her own weights. Held Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, June 1 - August 5 from 8:30-
9:30am at the DeWitt Community Room. 

Fee: $100 Residents 
$105 all others 
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SENIOR CENTERS 

DeWitt Community Room – Lunches Only 
(148 Sanders Creek Parkway, East Syracuse) 

PEACE is offering grab-and-go lunches at the 
DeWitt Community Room on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays.  

Meals will be available for curbside pick-up 
only. Contact PEACE at (315) 470-3331 to 
order your lunch each week.  

Jamesville Young-at-Heart Center 
**RE-OPENING TUESDAY, MAY 4**
Jamesville Fire Station  
(Rt. 173, Jamesville – across from Jamesville 
Correctional Facility) 

Open: Tuesdays, 9:00am – 2:00pm 
Wednesdays, 9:00am – 12:30pm 

Corinne Brown, Director 
Robin Elliott Ferris, Ceramics Instructor 
Lee Ann Farr, Stamping Instructor 

On Tuesdays enjoy Pre-Poured Ceramics 
where you can choose from over 3,000 molds 
and make beautiful gifts for family and friends. 
Seminars are held on different techniques. 
Paint or socialize! The last Tuesday of each 
month there is a covered dish lunch. 
Hypertension screening is offered once a 
month. 

On Wednesdays enjoy Stamping Artistic 
Creations with an instructor and make your 
own greeting cards. 

Closed: Holidays, Election Days – Center is 
also closed when the Jamesville-DeWitt district 
has a snow day. 

Annual Membership Fee: $25 (membership 
renews in January) 
Ceramics Feed: $5 plus cost of green ware 
Stamping Fee: $4 plus coffee fund fee 

CODFISH - OUT OF SERVICE 
Due to the continued 
spread of the coronavirus, 
codFISH has temporarily 
closed its operations. 

Our telephone line (315) 463-5158 is still open 
for anyone who would like to receive our 
services in the future or anyone who would like 
to volunteer. Clients will receive a letter when 
we are back in service. Please call for any 
additional information. Thank you for your 
patience. 

Other Senior Programs in Your Area 

CNY Kidney Foundation  (315) 476-0311 

Jewish Community Center  (315) 445-2360 

Manlius Assisted Living Program  

(315) 682-6725 

Oasis Senior Education Program  

(315) 464-6555 

Senior Companion Program (315) 449-3453 

Senior Home Care Solutions (315) 469-1000 

YMCA/Livestrong Program  (315) 637-2025 

Where to Turn For Assistance 

 Alzheimer’s Association, CNY Chapter
(315) 472-4201

 Catholic Charities Elderly Services
(315) 424-1810

 Elder Abuse Community Education
(315) 425-0818

 Hiscock Legal Aid Domestic Violence Unit
(315) 422-8191

 National Center for Elder Abuse
(202) 898-258

 New York State Office for the Aging
(800) 342-9871

 Onondaga County Department of Adult &
Long Term Care Services (315) 435-2362

 Onondaga County Human Services Info
and Referral (315) 435-8300

 Onondaga County Protective Services for
Adults (315) 435-2815

 Victim Resource Center (315) 422-7273
 Vera House 24 Hour Crises and Support

Line (315) 468-3260
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Completed in the fall of 2020, the Town of DeWitt Solar 
Array is at the heart of our community’s sustainability 
goals. Situated on the site of DeWitt’s former town 
landfill, the array includes 7,290 solar panels spread  
out over an 11-acre area. 

The 2.66 Megawatts of electricity produced annually 
by the solar array will free the town from using fossil 
fuels for our municipal electrical needs, including: town 
buildings and facilities, water and sewer pumps, and also 
our street lights; in 2019 we installed LED street lights 
throughout the town thereby reducing our street light 
electric costs by two-thirds.  

Over the 20-year life of the project, it is projected we 
will save over $2 million on our municipal energy costs; 
approximately $70,000 per year. That $2 million savings 
represents a carbon reduction of 2,605 metric tons; the 
equivalent of taking 510 vehicles off the road every year 
for 20 years. 

The utilization of our 50-acre former landfill site for the 
solar array also provided us an extraordinary opportunity 
to repurpose the site as a grassland bird sanctuary; by 
instituting a minimal lawn mowing regime we maintain a 

We’re building community.

Town of DeWitt Solar Array

Town of DeWitt Solar Array 

grassland habitat that accommodates several 
Endangered, Threatened, Special Concern and High 
Priority bird species, including: Northern Harrier, 
Grasshopper Sparrow, Eastern Meadowlark, and 
Bobolink. (For a detailed list of other bird species 
observed at the landfill and surrounding habitats, please 
see Cornell’s eBird website at: https://ebird.org/home)

Creating a sustainable future is a priority in the Town  
of DeWitt and we welcome the community’s partnership, 
please send your ideas and suggestions to:  
supervisor@townofdewitt.com

“I want my grandchildren and great grandchildren to view 
polluting fossil fuels – natural gas, oil and coal – like 
we view using horses as a mode of transportation. Our 
Solar Array not only benefits Town of DeWitt residents 
now, but will improve the quality of life for our children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren for many years  
to come.”

Edward M. Michalenko, Ph.D.,
DeWitt Supervisor

We’re building community!



The best way to build community is better 
communication. Our new - your new! -  town 
website is user-friendly and easy to navigate; 
it offers residents, businesses, and visitors 
clear, concise information: updates, news, 
stories, and  engaging photos of our 
community and the people who serve 
and support the town. 

Please be sure to sign up for email and/or 
text notifications: news, emergency alerts, 
special events, newsletters, day camp 
updates, programming additions & changes, 
town hall closings, seasonal & services news.

The new website offers the 
following features:

We’re building community in 2021
with our new Town website…

SIGN UP FOR ALERTS!

Building community connections 
begins with better communication; over 
the course of the past year we’ve all 
seen how critically important 
connection, communication, and 
community is to the quality of our lives, 
especially during challenging times. 
Our new town website supports us to 
build better communication and 
connection with residents, businesses, 
visitors, neighboring communities, and 
other levels of government.” 

Ed Michalenko, 
Town of DeWitt Supervisor 

We’re building community.

Fully responsive; works on any computer 
or mobile device.

User-friendly, easy to navigate.

Contact any department by phone or 
email from your mobile device.

Quick access to the Town of DeWitt Police 
and Carrier Park websites.

Add town calendar/town calendar events 
to your personal device.

Connect with us on social media.

Specialty pages for bids, staff directories, 
photo galleries and more!

“
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